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Ukrainian Nutcracker 


Virsky — The Ukrainian State Folk Dance Company and the Kyiv Ballet joined forces with 
Canada's Ukrainian Shumka Dancers for the World Premiere of Clara's Dream: A Ukrainian 
Folk Ballet, at the Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium in Edmonton, January 11 and 12. 
Clara's Dream is a new version of Peter Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker, which incorporates a 
Ukrainian Christmas carol, a grand orchestral version of Shchedryk (Carol of the Bells) 
arranged by renowned Ukrainian composer Yuri Shevchenko and weaves Ukrainian 
Christmas traditions and symbols into the lavish sets and costumes of this ground breaking 
production, performed in celebration of Ukrainian Christmas. Pictured above: Clara 
(performed by Natalia Lazebnikova of the Kyiv Ballet) is lifted by members of Edmonton's 
Shumka. For more see page 8 of this issue. 
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By Oksana Faryna, 
Kyiv Post, Jan. 11, 2013 

The National University of Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy filed a lawsuit against Ukraine’s 
Ministry of Education to defend university 
autonomy and contemporary standards of 
higher education. 

With a lawsuit filed on Jan. 3 in the Region- 
al Administrative Court in Kyiv, the nation’s 
oldest university challenged the decision 
by the Education Ministry led by Dmytro 
Tabachnyk to cancel so-called crossover 
admissions into the university’s master pro- 
grams. The crossover admissions allowed 
students to pursue a different field of study 
than in their undergraduate courses. 

Serhiy Kvit, president of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy explained in a blog that, according 
to recent regulations of the ministry, a gradu- 
ate with a bachelor’s degree in physics can 
only apply to a master’s program in physics, 
and a history student to a master’s level stud- 
ies in history. According to the same rule, a 
financial adviser does not have the right to 
apply for a program in economic theory, and 
a specialist in culture cannot cross over to 
philosophy, and so on. 

“This absurd approach violates multidisci- 
plinary and mobility strategies which are 
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| Ukrainian Carollers perform at Stornoway for Thomas Mulcair, Leader of the Opposition 


{Ukrainian community carols 


for Opposition Leader 


(UCC National)—Celebrating the Ukrain- 
ian Christmas season (Julian calendar Janu- 
ary 7 to February 15), a group of carollers 
composed of members of Ottawa’s Ukrain- 
ian community performed a series of Ukrain- 
ian Christmas carols at Stornoway, residence 
of the Leader of the Opposition. 

For Ukrainian Canadians, carolling is not 
a simple singing of Christmas songs — it is 
more of a folk opera. The carollers first have 
to ask for permission to sing. If the answer 
is yes, they enter the house and sing carols 
for each member of the family, even for the 
smallest child. The carolling always ends 
with short well-wishing poems, appropri- 
ately selected for each home. 

On a clear night, the carollers arrived at 
Stornoway and greeted the Leader of the 
Opposition, Thomas Mulcair with tradition- 
al greetings of “Khystos Narodyvsya” — 
“Christ is Born”, and sang “Dobriy Vechir 
Tobi” asking “Do you accept carollers”. The 
carollers then performed Boh Narodyvsia 


which was followed by a traditional Ukrain- 
ian Christmas greeting, a “vinchuvannya” 
recited in English by Michael Reshitnyk and 
in Ukrainian by Oleh Belkin. 

Mulcair invited them into his residence, 
Stornoway, where the members of the as- 
sembled choir also performed Radist Nam 
Zyavylas, Boh Sia Rajdaye and conclud- 
ed with the Ukrainian Carol of the Bells, 
Shechedryk. The night was concluded by of- 
fering Christmas greetings. The leader of the 
opposition generously offered refreshments 
to the carollers. 

The assembled choir performed for Mul- 
cair as well as members of his caucus includ- 
ing Alex Atamanenko, Libby Davies, David 
Christopherson and Megan Leslie. Mulcair 
was hosting a meeting of provincial NDP 
Leaders including Manitoba Premier Greg 
Selinger and Nova Scotia Premier Darrell 
Dexter. 

The carolling was organized by the Na- 
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Bethlehem Light of Peace arrives 


The Bethlehem Peace Light arrived at the Plast headquarters in Edmonton, January 5. This 
flame, which symbolizes peace, love, and goodness, has been celebrated annually by Plast, 
the Ukrainian scouting organization. Pictured above: Members of Plast sing carols during 
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Упокоївся Михайло Горинь 


(Голос Америки) Краще запа- 
лити одну свічку, аніж усе жит- 
тя проклинати темряву. Таким 
було життєве кредо українського 
дисидента, політв'язня радянсь- 
ких таборів Михайла Гориня. 
Серце патріарха правозахисного 
руху перестало битися в неділю 
13 січня, на 83-у році життя. 
Похорон відбудеться 15 січня 
на Личаківському кладовищі у 
Львові. 

Вшановуючи пам'ять видат- 
ного українця, який відійшов 
у вічність, соратники  наго- 
лошують на його внескові в 
українську незалежність. Згаду- 
ють про заслання 1 табори, участь 
у самвидаві, створенні Народно- 
го Руху, в організації «ланцюга 
злуки». Своїми спогадами з Го- 
лосом Америки поділився упо- 
рядник книжки Михайла Гориня 
«Запалити свічу» - історик дис- 
идентського руху, політв'язень 
Василь Овсієнко. 

«Я вважаю, що важливо 
підкреслити роль Михайла Гори- 
ня у перехідний, переломний мо- 
мент 1989-91 років. Навіть сам 
Леонід Кравчук колись визнав 
- мовляв, з появою Михайла Го- 
риня у Києві ситуація змінилася 
не на нашу користь (себто не на 
користь комуністів). Тоді, у 89-у, 
відбулися установчі збори На- 
родного Руху України, 1 Михай- 
ло Горинь очолив секретаріат. 
Символом Руху був Іван Драч, 
але голова секретаріату Михай- 
ло Горинь фактично сформував 
Народний Рух як організацію, 
- бо раніше то були такі собі 
розсіяні осередки. Саме Горинь 
структуризував Народний Рух. 
І саме йому належала чудова 
ідея «ланцюга злуки». У проводі 
Руху обговорювалося питання, 
чи проводити, чи ні, i Михайло 
переміг одним голосом! Драч, 
Павличко сумнівалися, думали, 
що не вдасться. Михайло це зро- 
бив, 1 потім усі переконалися, що 
то була велика справа. Того дня 
Леонід Кравчук сів у машину, 
поїхав уздовж людського лан- 
цюга у бік Житомира. І, як казав 
Михайло Горинь, він виїхав 13 
Києва головою Верховної ради, 
а назад вернувся президентом 
України». 

«Михайло Горинь фонтанував 
ідеї. Окрім ланцюга єднання, 
йому належала ідея започатку- 
вати у 1990 році свято козацької 
слави. З усієї України їхали авто- 
буси на Південь, на Запоріжжя, у 
село Капулівку. Кажуть, мільйон 
людей було піднято на ноги. Я й 
сам був у тій Капулівці - зроду не 
бачив стільки людей, вдягнутих 
у вишиванки. Коли у Запоріжжі 
уся та маса людей спускалася з 
міста через Дніпрогес, коли ми 
їхали під синьо-жовтими пра- 
порами, то бабусі вздовж доріг 
падали на коліна, молилися. 
Вони пам'ятали ще Українську 
Народну Республіку. I ось вона 
повертається! 

А у 1991 році, задовго перед 
референдумом, Михайло Горинь 
зорганізував в Одесі Конгрес 
національних меншин. Це дуже 
важливо було, бо після того Кон- 
гресу національні меншини вис- 
ловилися за незалежність. 


Михайло Горинь (1930 - 2013) 


Дитяча дипломатія- це теж 
була його ідея: посилати діточок 
із Донеччини, з Луганщини на 
Різдво 1 Великдень у Галичину. І 
навпаки - діток з Галичини з ко- 
лядками, з щедрівками вивозити 
на канікули на Донеччину. 

Це тільки деякі з низки акцій, 
які придумав i зорганізував Ми- 
хайло Горинь. Хто ще із діячів 
цього періоду висунув так багато 
великих національних ідей, котрі 
у підсумку консолідували, про- 
будили націю?» 

«Що ж до моїх табірних 
стосунків з Михайлом Горинем, 
то ми з ним сиділи в одній камері 
у таборі Кучино на Уралі - там, 
де загинув Василь Стус. Десь 
близько трьох років провели 
разом. | кращого співкамерника, 
ніж Михайло Горинь, мабуть, не 
можна й уявити. Це чоловік дуже 
толерантний, виважений. Адже 
він психолог за освітою. Він 
розумів стан людей, які опинили- 
ся на вкрай обмеженому особи- 
стому просторі. Дисиденти - це, 
як правило, люди інтелектуально 
потужні, які потребують просто- 
ру, публіки, А тут психологічне 
поле одного 1 другого натикають- 
ся, виникають конфлікти. Ми- 
хайло вмів це дуже добре гасити. 

Його у таборі довели до тако- 
го стану! Він хворів на нирки 
і мав серцеву аритмію. Казав: 
серце колотиться, як телячий 
хвіст. У 1987 році він уже був 
кандидат номер І на той світ. 
Але то вже була «перебудова», 
і, очевидно, вже Кремлеві не 
треба було трупів. Тоді у табір 
прийшов новий лікар, я назавж- 
ди запам'ятав його прізвище: 
Грущенко. То я вважаю, що цей 
Грущенко врятував Михайла Го- 
риня. Очевидно, його питали, 
чи Горинь витримає подальше 
ув'язнення, і він казав, що ні, не 
витримає, його треба звільняти. 
І справді, Гориня помилували. 
Випустили 2 липня 1987 року. 
І коли він повернувся до Льво- 
ва, ледь живий, до нього через 
кілька днів приходить В'ячеслав 
Чорновіл i каже: Михайле, уже в 
Москві виходить журнал «Глас- 
ность», уже в Литві є Саюдіс. 
Нам теж треба починати щось 
робити. Давай, каже, відновимо 
«Український вісник». Михай- 
ло йому відповідає: «Славку, 
та я ледве живий, дай мені хоч 
зітхнути трошки. Пошукай ко- 
гось іншого». Походив-походив 
Чорновіл, нікого не знайшов, 
повернувся до Гориня. І вони ут- 


рьох - Іван Гель, Чорновіл і Го- 
ринь почали відновлювати маши- 
нописний часопис «Український 
вісник». Троє чоловіків на всю 
Україну, як гірчичне зерня! Тре- 
ба було тих троє чоловіків, щоб 
почати цей великий рух». 

«Досвід у видавничій справі 
Горинь надбав ще до першої по- 
садки, у шістдесяті роки. Бо той 
чоловік іще в 60-ті почав сам- 
видав. Це була фактично його 
ідея. Він одержував друковану 
політичну літературу з-за кордо- 
ну 1 розмножував ті книжечки. 
Разом з Іваном Гелем він налаго- 
див поширення самвидаву. 

Тоді, у 1965 році, йому й дали 
перший строк - 6 років таборів 
суворого режиму за антира- 
дянську агітацію 1 пропаганду. 
Потім додали ще три. А коли 
він відсидів і повернувся, то 
вже назрівала ідея Української 
Гельсінської Групи. До ньо- 
го приїздили Оксана Мешко, 
Микола Руденко. I фактично 
основні документи УГГ у 76 
році були розроблені за участі 
Михайла Гориня. Але він уго- 
лос сказав так Оксані Яківні (бо 
ж кагебісти чують, підслушки 
всюди): «Я у вашу футбольну 
команду не піду». А на папері 
написав інше: «Я піду в другому 
ешелоні. Коли вас заарештують, 
тоді я піду». І справді, коли Ми- 
колу Руденка, Олексу Тихого та 
інших з «футбольної команди» 
заарештували, тоді Михайло Го- 
ринь почав робити інформаційні 
бюлетені Гельсінкської групи 
- від Ne4 до Мо7. Його «вираху- 
вали» і дали йому «десятку», 10 
років таборів і 5 заслання, ще й 
визнали особливо небезпечним 
рецидивістом. Формально ми 
приймали його в Гельсінську гру- 
пу на Уралі, в Кучино, у дворику 
для прогулянок. А насправді, 
фактично, він був в організації 
від самого початку». 

«Уже за часів незалежності 
були нагороди, депутат- 
ство, лідерство в Українській 
республіканській партії. А в 
найпізніший період свого актив- 
ного життя, у 2000-2006-у, Ми- 
хайло Горинь очолив Всесвітню 
українську координаційну 
раду. Я називав його «коро- 
лем усіх українців». Він тоді 
об'їздив увесь світ. Зустрічався 
з українськими громадами в 
Європі, в Америці, в Сибіру, на 
Кубані і на Далекому Сході. 

В останні роки він тяжко 
хворів. Я був у нього у Львові 
трошки менше року тому. Ми 
приходили із Зоряном Попадю- 
ком, колишнім політв'язнем, та 
його дружиною. Михайло тоді 
ще тримався на ногах i дуже 
радів, що до нього прийшли 
люди у вишиванках. Але нас уже 
не впізнавав... 

Це справді була видатна 
особистість. Потужна особистість, 
яка вела за собою. Я не знаю, 
кого ще можна назвати поруч 13 
ним. Я думаю, Михайла Гориня 
трохи недооцінюють. Тому що 
не знають його ролі. Адже ніхто 
стільки великих ідей не висунув 
у той кардинальний, переломний 
момент, коли дуже важливо було 
консолідувати націю». 
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Lawsuit heats up battle between Kvit, Tabachnyk 
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practiced in the European Union’s sphere of 
higher education and in Russia, and nega- 
tively influence the educational process and 
the quality of higher learning,” Kvit wrote 
in his blog. “Nowhere in the world, except 
in Ukraine, is a master’s program applicant 
asked what bachelor’s degree he or she has. 
What is needed is just to pass successfully 
entrance exams.” 

The next day, after the lawsuit was filed, 
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sport re- 
sponded to Kvit on its official website. 

“Tt is impossible to prepare a master’s in 
nuclear energy from a bachelor’s in philol- 

gy,” the statement read. “Regarding this, 
the ministry emphasizes that admission to 
master degree’s program qualifications of 
individuals, who previously gained bachelor 
or specialist degree program qualifications in 
any other field of study or specialization, has 
no legal grounds.” 

Re-established in 1991, Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy gained a strong reputation for 
its Western approach to the education pro- 
cess. In particular, its students had a right to 
choose any subjects they want to study apart 
from taking obligatory courses. 

In 1996, the university introduced its first 
Western-style master’s degree program. It 
happened two years earlier than the same 
programs were launched nationwide. Since 
then students had an option to apply for a 
master’s program regardless of their special- 
ization on the bachelor’s program. Though, 
in practice it meant that students had few 
chances to pass the entrance exams to pro- 
grams that differed radically from their 
previous specialization. To enter a related 
program was much more realistic and many 
students used that option. 

In 1998, a Soviet-style principle of dir- 
ect correspondence between bachelor’s and 
master’s degree program qualifications was 
introduced in the Ukrainian universities. 
Kyiv Mohyla Academy, however, enjoyed 
its vast autonomy and managed to bypass 
this restriction. Things changed after Dmy- 
tro Tabachnyk was appointed educational 
minister in early 2010. 

According to Kvit, during the last two-and- 
half years, Tabachnyk has attempted to elim- 
inate the requirement of English as a second 
working language at the Kyiv Mohyla Acad- 
emy and to rewrite the statutes of the univer- 
sity. 

Kyiv Mohyla students took an active part 
in numerous anti-Tabachnyk protests which 
popped up all over the country with a de- 
mand to dismiss the minister famous for his 
controversial statements about Ukrainian 
history and culture and cuttings in some uni- 
versities. 

Since 2011, Tabachnyk’s ministry can- 
celed state scholarships for Mohyla School 
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tional office of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress. 

The UCC would like extend a special 
thank you to the choir consisting of members 
from the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral: Angie and 
Michael Reshitnyk, Tamara Charalambij, 
Zora Jackson, Oleh Belkin, Vera Hutzuliak, 
Nadia Zelem, Margret Kopala, Oxana 
Genina, Jenny Dutchak, Iryna Smishna (dir- 
ector) and Norman MacQueen who was also 
photographer for the evening. 


Serhiy Kvit 


Dmytro Tabachnyk 


of Journalism, one of the best master’s pro- 
grams in media in the country. The decision 
was based on the fact that Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy does not have a bachelor’s pro- 


gram in journalism therefore the ministry 

won’t finance its master’s program. 
“Masters do not come from the air,” Ta- 

bachnyk commented his decision, according 
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to the news web site lb.ua. 

The conflict between the controversial 
minister, despised for what many regard as 
his Russophile views, and the university has 
had dramatic moments. On Sept. 22, 2011, 
Daria Stepanenko, a student of Kyiv Mohyla 
Academy, slapped Tabachnyk’s face with a 
bouquet of flowers during the summit of edu- 
cational ministers of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. University officials and 
students later said, however, that Stepanenko 
acted on behalf of herself and not the univer- 
sity. 

At the end of 2012, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion issued a decree on conditions of admis- 
sion to universities for 2013, which canceled 
the ability to “cross over” to master’s pro- 
grams. The management of the university 
failed to negotiate amendments to the decree 
and went to court soon after Tabachnyk was 
reappointed educational minister at the end 
of 2012. 

“The farcical reappointment of Dmytro 
Tabachnyk as minister of education will in- 
evitably lead to the further degradation of 
Ukrainian higher education,” Kvit claimed. 


Mberton Government 


4 
Бійки у новому парламенті 


виявилися ефективнішими 
за законотворчість - експерт 


Дмитро Баркар, Радіо Свобода 

Бійки та блокування роботи Верховної Ради виглядають найбільш 
дієвими методами роботи народних обранців. Так експерти коменту- 
ють законотворчу активність депутатів сьомого українського парла- 
менту, вякому протягом меншеніжтрьох тижнів роботи зареєстрували 
майже 200 проектів законів. Найбільше законопроектів до розгля- 
ду пропонують опозиційні депутати, повідомили у громадянській 
мережі «Опора». 

Найбільше законопроектів реєструють депутати з Об'єднаної 
опозиції. Зі 196 законопроектів, зареєстрованих у Верховній 
Раді сьомого скликання, 80 напрацювали представники фракції 
«Батьківщини». Про це йдеться в рейтингу, складеному грома- 
дянською мережею «Опора». За цими підрахунками, фракції Партії 
регіонів i УДАРу суттєво відстають від лідерів. Зокрема, на 206 
депутатів від Партії регіонів припадає 29 законопроектів, на 41 де- 
путата від УДАРу - 10, Утім, такий кількісний показник навряд чи 
відображає результативність роботи парламентської фракції, заявив 
у коментарі для Радіо Свобода регіонал Владислав Лук'янов. 

«Я хотів би, щоб ефективністю роботи вважалася не кількість 
запропонованих паперів, а реальні зміни на краще, щоб люди 
відчували, що від цієї роботи є користь. Це буде головним критерієм 
ефективності» - сказав Лук'янов. 

Згідно з підрахунками «Опори», певним лідером законотворчості 
також є Компартія, в якої на кожного члена фракції в середньому 
припадає понад один проект закону. Найбільш пасивними, за рей- 
тингом «Опори», поки що залишаються представники «Свободи». 
Депутати цієї фракції не зареєстрували самостійно жодного законо- 
проекту, наголошують у громадянській мережі. Утім, вже наступної 
сесії «Свобода» презентує пакет проектів законів, покликаних захи- 
стити українців, повідомив Радіо Свобода депутат від цієї політичної 
сили Юрій Сиротюк. 

«Коли кажуть, що народні депутати мають будувати мости, літаки 
запускати, швидкісні потяги, то це не зовсім відповідає традиціям 
парламентаризму та нашим повноваженням. Дійсно, «Свобода» 
ще не вносила своїх базових законодавчих ініціатив, хоча вони, 
без сумніву, є. Вони були напрацьовані ще перед виборами, але ми 
вирішили, що оскільки перші 4 засідання парламенту мали установ- 
чий характер, то ми вирішили трошки відтермінувати презентацію 
своїх ініціатив», - заявив Сиротюк. 

. Значна частина законів, ухвалених Верховною Радою, принаймні, 
попередніх скликань, лише підривають довіру населення до держа- 
ви, оскільки, нерідко бувають лобістськими i відверто шкідливими, 
зауважив у розмові з Радіо Свобода політолог Олександр Палій. Тим 
часом, український парламент сьомого скликання засвідчив, що 
дієвими можуть бути і непарламентські методи роботи законотворців. 

«Часто це лише картинка, але з іншого боку ми побачили, що 
парламент все ж зробив певний крок у напрямку до персонального 
голосування, тобто до персональної відповідальності. До того, що 
депутат - не просто людина, яка купила собі місце, а потім віддала 
карточку і не має ніякого стосунку до тих рішень, що ухвалюються в 
парламенті. Ми побачили, що у цьому сенсі парламент пішов у пра- 
вильний бік. Нехай це відбувається з бійками, але це все одно краще, 
ніж те, що було у попередньому парламенті», - зазначив Палій. 


DR. Marko Stech 
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Новий голова СБУ - колишній 
офіцер російської армії 


Богдана Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Президент України 10 /-ш січня 0 представив 
керівному складові СБУ нового голову Служби 
безпеки. Ним став колишній перший заступник 
керівника СБУ, колишній офіцер Збройних сил 
Росії Олександр Якименко. Що це за людина і 
наскільки вона віддана українській справі? 

48-річний генерал-майор Олександр Якименко 
закінчив у Росії Єйське вище військове учили- 
ще, служив у Монголії та в Криму. У 1997 році 
закінчив у Росії Військово-повітряну академію 
імені Гагаріна, а за рік звільнився з армії. За сло- 
вами Якименка, він став Росії не потрібен. Про це 
він писав на форумі випускників Єйського учили- 
ща, повідомили українські ЗМІ. 

Наразі невідомо, коли Якименко отримав гро- 
мадянство України, також відсутня інформація 
про 10 років його життя після звільнення з армії. 
Журналісти телеканалу «ТВі» виявили, що Яки- 
менко не любить журналістів: у дописі на форумі 
він запропонував гнати працівників ЗМІ «поганою 
мітлою» від армійських справ. 

Ім'я Якименка з'явилося в українських ЗМІ лише 
у березні 2010 року у зв'язку з призначенням на 
посаду начальника Управління СБУ у Севастополі. 
Від серпня 2011-го до липня 2012 року Якименко 
очолює Управління Служби безпеки у Донецькій 
області, а потім він - перший заступник голови 
СБУ. На цій посаді Якименко перебував до 9 січня 
2013 року, тобто, до призначення головою СБУ. 

Президент Віктор Янукович, представивши 
Якименка керівникам СБУ, наголосив, що він 
працюватиме над реформуванням Служби без- 
пеки. «Будемо завжди рахуватися з точкою зору 
професіоналів», - пообіцяв Янукович, торкаючись 
питання реформ 1 кадрів спецслужби. 

У розмові з Радіо Свобода колишній заступник 
голови СБУ Олександр Скипальський зазначив, 
що призначення професійного військового на по- 
саду голови СБУ -- факт позитивний. Але чи здатна 
людина, яка служила в армії іншої держави, захи- 
щати інтереси України, - це питання Скипальсь- 
кий залишив відкритим. 

«Сподіваюся, ті люди, які висували Якименка 
на посаду керівника СБУ, керувалися саме цими 
критеріями — відданості українській справі», -- 
каже Скипальський. Він також відзначив, що знай- 


омий з Олександром Якименком. 

Політолог Ігор Лосєв пам'ятає Олександра 
Якименка керівником Служби безпеки (Сева- 
стополя. Його призначення на посаду керівника 
СБУ експерт вважає захистом інтересів родини 
Януковичів і проявом впливу старшого сина Пре- 
зидента. 

«Головним кадровиком України нині є Олек- 
сандр Янукович. Ми на різних посадах бачимо 
його друзів, приятелів і соратників, а всі інші об- 
ставини не мають жодного значення, - стверджує 
Лосєв. - У принципі, те, що шефом СБУ призна- 
чено Якименка, це ще добре - добре, що на цю 
посаду не призначено, скажімо, лікаря-гінеколога 
чи ще когось». 

Лосєв вважає, що кадрові призначення Пре- 
зидента Януковича свідчать про відхід від 
євроінтеграції й поступове підпорядкування 
України Росії. «У владі України чимало політиків 
та чиновників, які пов'язані з Росією або родинни- 
ми, або діловими чи професійними контактами», 
- зазначає Лосєв. 

Експерт з питань міжнародної безпеки Григорій 
Перепелиця вважає, що призначення людини, 
яка набула життєвого і професійного досвіду 
в Радянському Союзі, а потім у Росії - ще один 
крок України до Митного союзу, до перетво- 
рення суверенної України на частину новітньої 
російської імперії. 

«В Україні у владу заводять таку управлінську 
еліту, яка дуже тісно пов'язана з митрополією, 
з Росією - і родинними зв'язками, і етнічними 
зв'язками, і, безумовно, професійними зв'язками. 
Вельми складно повірити у те, що така еліта буде 
будувати українську державу», - каже Перепелиця. 

Тим часом, за версією екс-спікера парламен- 
ту Володимира Литвина, який нині очолює пар- 
ламентський комітет з питань національної 
безпеки, попередник Олександра Akumenka 
на посаді голови СБУ, Ігор Калінін, поплатив- 
ся кріслом саме за скандал довкола відносин з 
Росією. Литвин пов'язує звільнення Калініна 
зі зникненням з України восени минулого року 
російського опозиціонера Леоніда Развозжаєва. 
Як виглядає, його вивезли російські спецслужби. 
Розслідувати цей інцидент Україну закликала низ- 
ка міжнародних організацій, включно з ООН 1 ЄС. 


Василь Кук — найнебезпечніший ворог KIb 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

На Львівщині 11 січня вшанували пам'ять 
генерал-хорунжого Василя Кука, останнього ко- 
мандира УПА. Кук народився у селі Красне Бусь- 
кого району у Львівській області 100 років тому 
і тут був похований у вересні 2007 року. З наго- 
ди ювілею легендарного генерала у селі Красне 
відкрили краєзнавчий музей Василя Кука. 

Кук пережив Австро-Угорську імперію, Першу 
світову війну, українську державність 1918 року, 
польську окупацію Західної України, Третій Рейх, 
довголітню радянську окупацію. І залишив після 
себе світлі спогади. 

Кук хотів, щоб його поховали у рідному селі, 
поряд з могилами батьків, на цвинтарі, але 
громадськість і влада у 2007 році вирішила похо- 
вати його посеред села, у сквері, де встановлено 
меморіал борцям за волю України. Донині трива- 
ють дискусії щодо місця вічного спочинку остан- 
нього командира УПА. Щодня біля його могили 
проходять люди. Більшість кажуть, що тут похова- 
ний український герой: 

Від 1923-го до 2007 року Кук присвятив своє життя 
-тромадсько-політичній діяльності. Народився він 1Ї 
січня 1913 року у багатодітній родині. У 1923-1932 
роках навчався у Золочеві в класичній гімназії, а 
далі здобував освіту у Люблінському католицькому 
університеті, який так і не закінчив, бо перевозив за- 
боронену літературу та зброю і був заарештований 
польською поліцією. За розповсюдження оунівських 
листівок просидів півроку в Золочівській тюрмі. Це 
було перше ув'язнення, але не останнє. 

Кук був першим із ОУН, хто у 1937 році пішов 
у підпілля, в якому він пробув до 1954 року. Його 
знали під псевдо «Леміш», «Юрко», «Медвідь», 
«полковник Коваль». Вся сім'я Василя Кука зазна- 
ла репресій спершу від польської, потім німецької 
та радянської влади. 

Кук входив до складу Проводу ОУН i був дру- 
гою людиною в організації після Степана Банде- 


ри. У 1944 році Василь Кук очолив новостворену . 


УПА -Південь. I у квітні того ж року командував 
найбільшим боєм в історії УПА - під Гурбами, де 
близько 5 тисяч повстанців протистояли 30 тися- 
чам вояків НКВС і прорвали оточення. 

Після загибелі Романа Шухевича у 1950 році Ва- 


силь Кук став останнім командиром УПА. Тільки 
у травні 1954 року МІБ вдалося нарешті впіймати 
Василя Кука. Згодом він вийшов на волю, але KIB 
влаштувало йому посилений контроль. 

Історик Володимир В'ятрович, який пише 
біографію Василя Кука, каже, що багато фактів з 
життя командира УПА не відомі. Нещодавно на- 
уковець знайшов цікавий документ від 1974 року, 
доповідну записку голови КТБ при Раді міністрів 
УРСР Федорчука до тодішнього першого секрета- 
ря ЦК Компартії України про Василя Кука. 

«3 цього документа дізнаємося, що KIB вело 3a 
генералом постійний нагляд, як він умів проти- 
стояти радянській владі до 1991 року. KIB вважав 
його найнебезпечнішим ворогом. У цих докумен- 
тах численні факти, як Кук давав їм майстер-клас 
підпілля, бо вмів утекти, щоб зустрітись із диси- 
дентами, а взагалі дізнаємось про надзвичайно 
важкий шлях життя Василя Кука. Усім своїм жит- 
тям він показав геройство. Бо герой - це не лише 
людина, яка померла за справу, а людина, яка 
все своє життя зуміла зберегти цінності і власну 
позицію», - каже історик. 

Архіви Кука зберігаються у Центрі досліджень 
визвольних 0 змагань, розповідає львівський 
історик Микола Посівнич. 

«Це дуже яскрава постать, яка характеризує ціле 
покоління бандерівців. Його життя і перемоги, по- 
милки - це історія ХХ століття. Він був свідомий 
своєї місії. Радянська влада не знищила Василя 
Кука, вона використали генерала, щоб показати 
свою гуманність, щоб показати, що такого опо- 
нента залишили в живих. Кук був під їхнім кон- 
тролем. Під смертним вироком вони могли поста- 
вити дату у будь-який момент. Їхнім розрахунком 
була боротьба проти націоналістичного середови- 
ща діаспори», - зазначає Посівнич. 

Для науковців досі не доступні російські архіви, 
які зокрема стосуються постаті Василя Кука, його 
життя у радянський час. Василя Кука вважали 
героєм, а хтось зрадником за те, що від залишився 
живим за радянської влади. Він ніколи не виправ- 
довувався, бо не почувався винним, не раз зізнався 
у розмовах, що волів померти, але водночас знав, 
що має відповідальність перед своїми побратима- 
ми розповісти про них і їхню боротьбу. 
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Opposition questions (Р 
ХВО chief approval | 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ihor Sorkin’s appointment as 
the governor of the National Bank of Ukraine was 
questioned on Jan. 14 after opposition groups reported 
that 22 pro-government lawmakers never attended 
the Parliament session on Jan. 11 at which he was ap- 
proved. 

Without the 22 lawmakers, the Regions Party had no 
majority on Jan. 11 to make the appointment, which 
may create a major problem for President Viktor 
Yanukoyych. 

The Regions Party apparently used replacement vot- 
ing cards of the missing lawmakers, issued by Parlia- 
ment’s secretariat on Jan. 10 and Jan. 11, to approve 
Sorkin, Mykola Tomenko, a senior member of the op- 
position Batkivshchyna party, said. 

“Tn other words, the 22 lawmakers that could not 
be physically present in Parliament [on Jan. 11], have 
voted for Sorkin,” Tomenko said. 

The development underscores the fact that Yanuko- 
vych does not control a majority in Parliament after 
the October 28 elections. It also raises concerns of 
whether Sorkin’s appointment is legitimate. 

Although the controversial practice has been used 
— illegally — by previous Parliaments, the opposition 
groups have made it a centre piece of their campaign to 
stop it, and threatened with confrontation unless their 
demands are met. 


Arseniy Yatseniuk, the leader of Batkivshchyna, said 
opposition groups will create a special committee to 
investigate the Sorkin vote. 

Although the Regions Party said on Jan. 11 that Sor- 
kin’s appointment was “legitimate,” the pressure from 
the opposition groups mat lead to a situation that the 
appointment of Sorkin, a close loyalist of Yanuko- 
vych, may be declared illegal. 

The opposition UDAR party said it will sue the Sor- 
kin appointment in courts, including taking the matter 
potentially to the European Court of Human Rights. 

“UDAR activists begin to file complaints to the Ad- 
ministrative Court that the constitution has been vio- 
lated,” Vitaliy Klitschko, the leader of UDAR, said at 
a press conference Jan. 14. Separate complaints will 
be submitted to the Constitutional Court. 

Klitschko also urged Volodymyr Rybak, the speaker 
of Parliament, to make sure that the voting system is 
changed to make it impossible voting on behalf of 
other lawmakers. 

“Tf this is not done, the opposition should declare 
no confidence in the speaker,” Klitschko said. “He is 
violating the constitution and rules. There must be pol- 
itical accountability for this.” 

Separately, opposition party leaders drafted a bill 
that makes it a crime for a lawmaker to vote on behalf 
of other lawmakers. 


President denies 


planned trip 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych’s spokeswoman on January 16 denied media 
reports that a trip to Moscow has been scheduled for 
February to discuss closer economic and trade cooper- 
ation with Russia. 

The report in Izvestia, a Russian daily, said Уапико- 
vych planned to meet his Russian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin before February 25, the day when Ukraine was 
due to hold a summit with the European Union. 

“As of the current moment, the head of state’s agenda 
does not have such a trip scheduled,” Darka Chepak, 
Yanukovych’s press secretary, told Interfax-Ukraine. 
“Once it’s scheduled, we will let media know.” 

The comments come amid speculations that Yanuko- 
vych has been considering changing the country’s for- 
eign policy course away from European integration 
towards joining a Russia-led trade bloc. 

Steven Pifer, a former U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, 
said earlier that week that such foreign policy switch 
is unlikely because it poses serious domestic political 
risks for Yanukovych. 

But Russia, eager to increase its geopolitical clout, 
has been putting mounting pressure on Ukraine to 
force Kiev to change its foreign policy and to join the 
Customs Union, the Moscow-led trade bloc. 

The refusal to join the bloc would unleash trade re- 
strictions with Russia blocking imports of Ukrainian 
steel pipes and other key goods and commodities, ana- 
‘lysts said. 

“The Russian diplomacy has received a task to force 
Yanukovych in the near future to accept the idea of 
the Customs Union,” Adriy Okara, a Moscow-based 


to Moscow 


political analyst, said. 

»“Yanukovych does not want to go to Moscow. The 
situation is quite dramatic and a detective. They are 
trying 10 lure him in every way,” Okara said. 

The timing is crucial, Okara said, because if there 
is по Moscow trip by February 25 — the day when 
Ulsaine may sign an agreement with the EU — “the 
chances of integrating Ukraine into the Customs 
Union are critically reduced.” 

Yanukovych has earlier suggested increasing cooper- 
ation with the Customs Union by joining some parts of 
the bloc. 

Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev on Wed- 
nesday rejected this approach and said the accession 
and membership must be full-fledged. 

“Our partners have to not only share principles of 
the Customs Union, but also be able to implement 
them,” Medvedev said, Ukrinform reported. “While 
joining the Customs Union, one needs to sign all docu- 
ments, not parts of them.” 

A combined gross domestic product of the Customs 
Union is $2.1 trillion, while a combined GDP of the 
EU is $17.6 trillion, potentially opening more trade 
opportunities for Ukraine, according to Pifer. 

Yanukovych was expected to travel to Moscow on 
December 18, 2012, but cancelled the trip hours be- 
fore boarding a plane, citing the need for “additional 
consultations.” 

Arseniy Yatseniuk, the leader of the opposition Bat- 
kivshchyna party, praised the move and said the party 
will buy Yanukovych a ticket to Brussels. “This is 
where we need to go,” he said. 


‘The Family,’ Akhmetov rise 
in Cabinet reshuffle 


By Yuriy Onyshkiv, Kyiv Post 

On Dec. 24, President Viktor Yanukovych reshuffled 
the government with 10 out of 21 ministers staying, 
including Prime Minister Mykola Azarovy, with others 
changing positions in the Cabinet. The new govern- 
ment strengthens “The Family,” a loose grouping of 
people believed to be close to Oleksandr Yanukovych, 
the president’s elder son. Many in this informal group 
hail from the country’s east, including Donetsk Oblast, 
where the president served as governor. 

Billionaire Rinat Akhmetoy, Ukraine’s richest man 
and until recently a lawmaker in the pro-presidential 
Party of Regions, also seems to have strengthened his 


powers in the new lineup. 

Yanukovych also restored the position of Minister 
of the Cabinet, or minister without portfolio, by ap- 
pointing loyalist Olena Lukash to the seat. The pos- 
ition existed during President Viktor Yushchenko’s 
tenure, but was later cancelled. Yanukovych also cre- 
ated a new Ministry of Revenues and Duties, which is 
run by Oleksandr Klymenko who previously chaired 
the country’s Tax Administration. 

The so-called “gas lobby,” which includes officials 
believed to be close to billionaire Dmytro Firtash, is 
also represented. The president has yet to appoint the 
industrial policy minister. 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
4384-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


2013 TOURS TO UKRAINE 


Peter Drosdowech’s ALL-INCLUSIVE 16-day small-group tours 
are guided in English and include: airfare, quality hotels, all meals, 
chartered air-conditioned bus and admissions to all events. 

April 28 


June 9 


August 11 September 22 


Vancouver/Victoria $5625. 


Edmonton/Calgary $5525. 
Saskatoon/Regina $5425, 


Winnipeg $5325. Toronto $5225. 
ALL TAXES & SURCHARGES ($630.00) ARE INCLUDED 


Prices are per person (double occupancy). (Single occupancy: add $400.) 
Medical & Cancellation Insurance are extra. 


Toll-free 1888 269 3013 email: Tours ToUkraine@mymts.net 


Full information with photos: www. Tours ToUkraine.ca 
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loved one’s memory in a personal and 
respectful way, please call us. 
о Wide range of burial & cremation 
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Keep up the pressure 
on Yanukovych 


In an article published January 14 in the Financial Times, former U.S. 
Ambassador to Ukraine Steven Pifer says Ukrainian President Viktor 


Canada 


Yanukovych is bluffing when he threatens to join the customs union Rus- | yyy __ 


sia has formed with Belarus and Kazakhstan. All he is trying to do is to 
convince the West to ignore Ukraine’s regression on democracy. 


“The EU and US should... do everything to crystallize a clear choice | y, 


in Yanukovych’s mind: he can live up to the democratic standards that he 
has, at least in word, accepted and improve his relations with Europe and 
the west, or he can become more isolated,” Pifer wrote. “He may claim 
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Ukrainian Best & Worst List 2012 


10" Anniversary Edition 


By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn 

Almost everyone has favorite lists this time of year 
— best movies, books, persons... For the 10th year, 
here is my annual list of the best and worst issues, 
events and personae that have impacted on the global 
Ukrainian community in 2012. 

Best List 

» Ukraine’s opposition leaders — for agreeing back 
in January 22, 2012 —Ukraine’s historic day of uni- 
fication — to offer a single list of candidates in the 
October parliamentary elections. It worked! 

« Ukrainian diaspora women’s organizations — 
for catching fire after Rada Speaker Mykola Lytvyn 
opined that women are on a lower rung of develop- 
ment than men. He cited Christian teachings as a basis 
for this ‘fact’ on the eve of International Women’s 
Day, the ‘holy’ day of Communism, a system that op- 
presses women but mouths equality. 

* Government of Canada — for continuing to dem- 
onstrate Canada’s friendship for Ukraine while taking 
a tough stand on its government’s disregard for dem- 
ocracy. 

« The people of Mykolayiv, Ukraine —for their rage 
and protest against government inaction when sons of 
justice and government officials beat up, then burned 
Oksana Makar. She has since died. 

eThe Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church leadership; 
its Patriarch Sviatoslav (Shevchuk) — for welcoming 
Ukrainian Orthodox believers refusing to worship in 
churches under the direction of the Moscow Patriarch 
and his questioning of Ukraine’s legislation favouring 
the allocation of church properties to Moscow affili- 
ates thus posing “a clear threat to the interdenomina- 
tional peace and agreement”; and Cardinal Lubomyr 
Husar — for his thoughtful and ethical writings in 
support of justice and democracy in Ukraine. 

¢ Rock diva Madonna — for supporting Ukraine’s 
incarcerated political opposition leader during a 
100,000 plus concert in Kyiv; and Johanna Frandén, 
the foremost EURO 2012 broadcasts face of Swedish 
for sporting a braided hairstyle “to show soli- 
darity to Yulia Tymoshenko” 
¢ Luba Goy, Canada’s premier comedienne for 
er outstanding one-woman show “Just Luba” de- 
picting life in Canada of the traumatized post WWII 
immigrants. 

» Ukraine’s media: journalists — for mounting a 


such a choice will drive him to Russia. But he almost certainly does пої | strike to oppose owner-directed editorial content; 


want to go there.” 


TVi-for not buckling to government intimidations to 


"А fundamental turn away from Europe and towards Russia and the | cease existing as опе of the last vestiges of Ukraine’s 
customs union would prove controversial within Ukraine — both with the | free media; and Inter TV — for promising to move 
public, where polls show consistent support for integration with the EU, | towards greater media freedom. 


and with the elite, including some in Yanukovych’s Regions Party,” Pifer 
wrote. 


¢ Ukraine — for pulling off the Euro Cup. 
¢ Dr. Ulrich Busch — for the feisty defence of the 


“Ukrainian business would also have doubts,” Pifer wrote, adding that | near life-long persecuted John Demjanjuk whom the 
the Customs Union represents a combined gross domestic product ої | Central Office of the Judicial Authorities for the In- 


about $2.1 trillion, compared with the EU’s $17.6 trillion. 


vestigation of Nazi Crimes ultimately and posthu- 


“A pivot east, therefore, would pose serious domestic political risks for | mously considers innocent due to the absence of the 
Yanukovych,” Pifer wrote. “Kyiv’s expressions of interest in the customs | legally binding verdict. 


union aim to raise concern in the west that it is somehow ‘losing’ Ukraine 
to Russia.” 


e Unites States of America — for passing legislation 
to name and shame persons from non-American juris- 


Indeed there are signs that many of the oligarchs that prop up the | dictions who violate their office, and punish them by 
Yanukovych regime have serious misgivings about the direction in which | revoking travel visa to the United States. Among the 
he is heading. One of their biggest concerns is over the increasing influ- | first is Deputy Prosecutor General Renat Kuzmin, dis- 
ence of “The Family,” a toose grouping of people believed to be close | graced by his performance at the trials of opposition 
to Oleksandr Yanukovych, the president’s elder son, has in government. | leaders. 


Increased control by the Yanukovych family threatens their own eco- 


¢ Evhenia Tymoshenko — for a daughter’s love 


nomic interests as do any moves towards a customs union with Russia. | and fight in the international arena to free her incar- 
Ukraine’s elite is anxious for closer relations with the EU and must real- | cerated mother, Yulia Tymoshenko, and return her to 
ize that Yanukovych’s continued erosion of democratic rights and his | Ukraine’s politics as a key opposition leader. 


personal vendetta against opposition leaders undermines the interests not 


¢ The Ukrainian people — for standing up to its gov- 


only of the long-suffering populace in general, but also of its ruling elite. | ermment’s institutionalized poverty and oppression, 

Meanwhile, an opposition invigorated by their electoral success in the | incarceration of political leaders and endless violation 
proportional vote is making it much more difficult for Yanukovych to | of human rights by bringing in a numeric victory for 
control parliament. This was demonstrated by the failure of the Regions | the opposition parties in the latest parliamentary elec- 


Party to approve Yanukovych crony Thor Sorkin’s appointment as the 
governor of the National Bank of Ukraine with the first vote held Jan. 10. 
His approval came the following day only after Regions Party members 
used replacement voting cards to cast votes for 22 absent deputies. 

This is illegal and although the practices was used quite frequently in 
the previous parliament, making the Verkhovna Rada the biggest laugh- 
ingstock among world legislative bodies, the new opposition is taking 
a much more strident approach against this practice and are threatening 
more confrontations if it continues. 

Thus, the Yanukovych regime is facing increased pressure on all fronts, 
making it clear that he can only win re-election in 2015 with fraud of 
such massive levels that it will be unprecedented even by Ukraine’s most 
shoddy standards. 

Simply put, Yanukovych has become a liability for just about everyone 
in Ukraine with the exception of his own family. Therefore this is not the 
time to cave in to his bluffs but to increase the pressure — including the 
use of selected sanctions against government officials and those most 
involved in the infringement of human rights. 

The sooner he goes the better — even if he is forced to resign before his 
term is up. 


tion despite government efforts to control the process 
and falsify results. 
WORST LIST 

* President Viktor Yanukovych and the Party of Re- 
gions — for failing to provide good government to 
their people and stifling Ukraine’s progress towards 
democracy. 

+ Again, President Yanukovych — for failing to live 
up to his constitutional requirements to mount a free 
and fair election, and for perpetrating corruption and 
cronyism in government. 

» Deputy Prosecutor General Renat Kuzmin — for 
corrupting Ukraine’s judiciary by conducting im- 
proper trials for opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko 


— incarceration during her trial, the testimony of 


witnesses when she had no counsel present, and the 
court’s refusal to call certain defense witnesses — and 
Yurij Lutsenko to prevent their candidacies in the elec- 
tions. 

» Moscow’s Patriarch Kirill — for meddling in pol- 
itical affairs of Ukraine and allowing Kremlin to use 
the church as a political instrument — just as it was in 
the hands of the KGB in Soviet times — to subjugate 
Ukraine. 

¢ Metropolitan Yurij, primate of the Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Church in Canada — for banning Ukraine’s Patri- 
arch Filaret from churches and institutions in Canada 
thus acknowledging the sovereignty of the Moscow 
Patriarch over them, a development the UGOC has 
withstood since its founding nearly a century ago. 

¢ Volodymyr Shapoval, Chair Central Elections 
Commission in Ukraine — for posting election re- 
sults then removing them in order to falsify findings 
as in polling station #132 where opposition candi- 
date Arkadij Kondradskyj was elected. Annulled 
by the Commission, he must compete anew in a by- 
election. Meanwhile his life has been threatened; his 
family forced into exile; and his accountant Ludmila 
Nikitkina abducted off the street and incarcerated for 
months without being accused. 

¢ Bloomberg — for publishing a piece by Tim Judah 
seemly determined to undermine the Svoboda Party 
and its understandable victory in light of the abom- 
inable politics of the ruling oligarchs and their deter- 
mination to destroy political opposition and thereby 
democracy. 

» Ukrainian diaspora organizations — for failing to 
mount a robust campaign, based on their knowledge of 
democratic practices, supporting incarcerated political 
leaders to prevent others from becoming regime’s vic- 
tims and ensuring justice for all. 


» Jerusalem Post — for failing its readers with а 


nasty editorial following a popular vote victory for the 
opposition which resorts to discredited stereotyping 
instead of addressing today’s reality in Ukraine where 
the Jewish community is thriving in the political arena 
and leads in the list of its billionaires. 

¢ BBC decision-makers — for using an isolated 
stadium brawl to falsely accuse an entire people of 
racism and hooliganism; a premise not borne out by 
facts but, rather, motivated by hate-mongering and 
image-destroying on the eve of the Euro Cup in Kyiv. 

» Prime Minister Mykola Azaroy — for failing to 
dismiss the unqualified Education and Science Minis- 
ter Dmytro Tabachnyk for anti-Ukrainian rants which 
cause strife in the country. 

+ Education and Science Minister Dmytro Tabachnyk 
— for allowing pro-Communist material — an ideol- 
ogy that aimed to the eradicate Ukrainians even before 
the Nazis copied it to pursue their own evil goals — 
into grade-schools; and hero-worshiping Lenin and 
Stalin, the fathers of Soviet crimes against humanity 

* Ukraine’s leaders of all stripes — for failing to 
make a push to learn English, today’s lingua franca, 
and make their messages available to the world. 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn writes on issues designed to 
promote democracy in Ukraine. She may be reached 
at <oksanabh@sympatico.ca>. 


Ukrainian News thanked for publishing opinion piece 


Dear Mr. Levytsky, 

Thank you for publishing the opinion piece by La- 
rissa Bayrachny “Christian? No. Orthodox? Appar- 
ently so” from October 25 — November 7, 2012. We 
also thank you for your well-crafted editorial “Ortho- 
dox faithful deserve an open dialogue” with regards 
to Rev. Comell Zubritsky’s response from December 
6 — 31, 2012 as to the publishing of Ms. Bayrachny’s 
item. 

The Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada’s pub- 
lication the “The Herald” has decided not to publish 
any opinions that are contrary to the official line on 
this matter. As a result, those concemed about the state 
of the UOCC, and where it is heading, have turned 
to other Ukrainian Canadian media outlets to express 
their opinions. Some in the leadership of the UOCC 
seem to fail to understand that we live in a democratic 


Letter to the Editor 


society and they have no right to muzzle and ignore 
concerned parishioners — and there are quite a few. 
This wouldn’t be an issue today if the Church leader- 
ship clearly indicated 20 years ago what was the true 
relationship is between the UOCC and the Ecumenical 
Patriarch — today smoke and mirrors, censoring and 
ignoring us simply isn’t acceptable. We the flock, who 
have always played a key role in the UOCC, deserve 
clear and honest answers. Are we asking too much? 
Apparently so. 


Best regards, 
Veronica and Yurij Serhijezuk 
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Ukraine still struggling 
for democracy 


By Ralph Goodale 

January 7, many Ukrainian Canadians are celebrat- 
ing Julian calendar Christmas, and then Malanka — 
New Year’s Eve, on January 13! Greetings and best 
wishes to all those of the Orthodox and Catholic faiths 
who practice their sacred traditions according to the 
Julian calendar. 

Ukrainian settlement in Canada began 122 years ago. 
Some 1.3-million Canadians can trace their family 
heritage to Ukraine, including 13% of Saskatchewan’s 
population. 

But even as they celebrate this joyous season, many 
will be thinking about the difficult struggle for true 
democracy which continues in Ukraine unabated. 

The Parliamentary elections held this past fall were 
again tainted by serious irregularities. Corruption is a 
big problem. The main leaders of the democratic op- 
position are in jail. Academic and religious freedoms 
are under pressure. Freedom of the press is comprom- 
ised. Human rights and the rule of law are in jeopardy. 

Eugenia Tymoshenko, the daughter of jailed former- 
premier Yulia Tymoshenko, is calling for international 
sanctions against the current regime of President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych. So what can/should Canada do? 

Our response needs to be carefully tuned and target- 
ed to have the most useful effect, including: 


° Relentless lobbying for the release of political 
prisoners and competent independent medical care for 
them in the meantime; 

» Adjustments in Canada’s foreign aid to focus on 
democratic development and the successful func- 
tioning of civil society; 

¢ Encouragement for Canadian broadcasters and 
business-people to invest in independent media out- 
Іеі5 апа honest news coverage in Ukraine; 

« Insistence that any Trade Agreements between Can- 
ada and Ukraine must include enforceable provisions 
about the rule of law and respect for human rights; 

» Canadian leadership through the G-8, G-20, IMF 
and UN to combat money laundering and obstruct the 
world travels and illicit business operations of oli- 
garchs and corrupt officials. 

This latter point may be among the most important. 
The objective would be to prevent those who under- 
mine democracy, violate human rights and flout the 
tule of law from jet-setting around the globe with im- 
punity, enjoying the fruits of their misbehaviour. 

Canada could not accomplish such a result all on 
our own, but we could be an advocate and catalyst to 
bring the US, the EU and other nations into an effect- 
ive partnership to this end. We need to have an impact 
before the next presidential elections in 2015. 


Will Ukraine and its friends learn 
lessons from the disappointing 2012? 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

The year 2012 was a disappointing one for Ukraine. 
In the field of foreign policy, Kyiv failed to either 
convince the European Union to sign an association 
and:free trade agreement or persuade Russia to’ cut 
the gas prices that the ailing Ukrainian economy can 
barely afford to pay. Domestically, in the meantime, 
a parliamentary election was botched; consequently, 

more power was concentrated in the inner circle of 
President Viktor Yanukovych who moved closer to 
authoritarianism, while the opposition became more 
toothless and more xenophobic. There are chances to 
reverse some of these worrying trends in 2013. The 
West whose opinions Kyiv, unlike Minsk or Moscow, 
has not yet learned to disregard, could help with ad- 
vice, more understanding and more resolution where 
needed. 

Ukraine and the EU initiated the text of the asso- 
ciation agreement in March 2012 and of its free trade 
clauses in July, but the EU delayed the documents’ 
signing. European Commission President Jose Man- 
uel Barroso said in September that he saw no political 
conditions for the signing until Ukraine demonstrated 
its commitment to democracy by conducting a free 
and fair election in October and addressed the issue of 
justice in the trials of the prominent opposition leaders 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko and former 
Interior Minister Yury Lutsenko. The West believes 
their imprisonment was politically motivated. 

The October 29 election was marred by allegations 
of an unequal playing field, vote buying and ballot 
tampering, which were confirmed by Western ob- 
servers. A victory for Yanukovych’s Party of Regions 
(PRU) had been facilitated by the adoption, less than a 
year before voting day, of new election rules that even- 
tually led to the irregularities. But the opposition — 
organizationally, financially and intellectually weak- 
ened after Tymoshenko’s imprisonment — did not op- 
pose the change. Furthermore, the only more-or-less 
populous protests organized by the opposition ahead 
of the election focused not on threats to democracy or 
economic hardships, but on the issues of language and 
ethnic identity. This helped the least pro-democratic 
and least pro-Western among the opposition parties, 
the far-right Svoboda, to enter parliament for the first 
time. 

Moreover, the opposition flatly dismissed the Euro- 
pean Parliament’s call after the election on democrats 
in Ukraine not to cooperate with Svoboda, while Svo- 
boda said the call had been initiated by “a communist 
who is a homosexual”. Svoboda’s victory only added 
to the list of setbacks to democracy in Ukraine while 
Tymoshenko and Lutsenko stay in prison and five 
seats are yet to be filled in parliament because ballot- 


ї 


tempering in the respective single-seat constituencies 
made it impossible to calculate the outcome. 

The EU’s conditions for signing the association 
agreement clearly remain unfulfilled. However, the 
EU made it clear in December that the signing could 
take place in November 2013 or earlier, and the Euro- 
pean Parliament warned in a resolution against iso- 
lating Ukraine. This may be a sign of factions within 
the EU increasingly fearing that Ukraine may prefer 
closer cooperation with Russia by joining the Mos- 
cow-led Customs Union in exchange for cheap Rus- 
sian gas, rather than signing the association agreement 
with the EU which, Ukrainians argue, is detrimental 
to Ukrainian economic interests in the short-term as 
far as its free trade clauses are concerned. While the 
United States, busy with its own elections, had no vis- 
ible policy on Ukraine last year, the EU’s policy was 
incoherent and sometimes potentially damaged bilat- 
eral ties and pro-democracy forces inside Ukraine. 
Illustrative of this were proposals in Brussels to con- 
dition visa regime facilitation for ordinary Ukrainians 
on the release of prisoners like Tymoshenko. The West 
could help Ukrainians if it agreed on a common policy 
towards their country and were more logical and real- 
istic in its demands and expectations. 

Russia, meanwhile, has been very coherent in in- 
sisting that Ukraine will have to join the Customs 
Union if it wants gas price discounts. Months of talks 
aimed at convincing Russia to cut gas prices and 
Yanukovych’s numerous meetings with Putin brought 
no result last year. Russia is well aware that the gas 
issue is very important for Ukraine’s gas-dependent in- 
dustries at a time of crisis and for external financing as 
Ukraine did not manage to persuade the International 
Monetary Fund to issue new loans last year because it 
keeps subsidizing gas prices for households. Eventu- 
ally, Yanukovych indicated he wanted to adopt certain 
provisions of the Customs Union to move closer to 
Moscow. This prompted only half-hearted objections 
from the opposition, which also after the election re- 
mained toothless on issues not related to language. 

Meanwhile, seemingly without resistance from 
either the opposition or allied parties like the Com- 
munists who are losing all semblance of influence on 
the government, Yanukovych further consolidated his 
power vertical. In December, he re-appointed his loyal 
Prime Minister Mykola Azarov while reshuffling his 
cabinet. Yanukovych replaced the most independ- 
ent- and reform-minded ministers with second-tier 
politicians and business managers reportedly linked to 
steel tycoon Rinat Akhmetoy and Yanukovych’s elder 
son Oleksandr. The new government is hardly more 
pro-democratic or pro-Western than its predecessors. 
This does not bode well for 2013. 


A girl carries the portrait of the Leader of the Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists (OUN) Stepan Bandera during torchlight procession 
organized by Svoboda All-Ukrainian Union in Kyiv on Jan.1. 


Svoboda marks Bandera’s 
birthday anniversary 


By Anastasia Forina, Kyiv Post | 

More than a thousand of Svoboda All-Ukrainian Union supporters ral- 
lied in Kyiv on Jan.1 to mark 104th anniversary of the birth of the Leader 
of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) Stepan Bandera. 

At 6 p.m. the participants of the rally gathered at Taras Shevchenko 
park carrying torch lights, Svoboda flags and banners with the inscrip- 
tions ‘The land belongs to people’, “Get rid of anti-national regime of 
oligarchs and Ukrainophobic people’ and marched along the main streets 
of Kyiv to the Independence Square chanting ‘Bandera, Shukhevych are 
our heroes who were fighting for you and me’, ‘Glory to UPA heroes! 
Strong country for Ukrainians’. 

The rally was peaceful and ran without incidents, Interfax reported. 
Similar marches took place in other Ukrainians cities. Svoboda parlia- 
mentary faction leader Oleh Tiahnybok participated in the celebrations 
held in Bandera’s home village Staryi Uhryniv in Ivano-Frankivsk re- 
gion. 


UWC announces motto 
and significant dates to. 
be marked in 2013 


(UWC)—The Ukrainian World Congress announces as the motto for 
the Ukrainian diaspora in 2013 the title of an inspirational poem written 
by renowned Ukrainian poet Lesya Ukrainka: “Contra spem spero!” 

The Ukrainian World Congress also calls upon Ukrainians throughout 
the world to commemorate the following historic anniversaries in 2013: 

* 80"" anniversary of the Holodomor - genocide of the Ukrainian people; 
100" anniversary of the death of Lesya Ukrainka; 

» 75" anniversary of the assassination of Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists leader Evhen Konovalets; 

» 75" anniversary of the birth of Vasyl Stus; 

. 150 anniversary of the Valuyev Circular of Russia’s Minister of In- 
ternal Affairs banning the publication of Ukrainian language books. 

The UWC is the international coordinating body for Ukrainian com- 
munities in the diaspora representing the interests of over 20 million 
Ukrainians. The UWC has member organizations in 33 countries and ties 
with Ukrainians in 14 additional countries. Founded in 1967 as a non- 
profit corporation, the UWC was recognized in 2003 by the United Na- 
tions Economic and Social Council as a non-governmental organization 
(NGO) with special consultative status. 


Activists occupy business 
centre in support of miners 


(RFE/RL)—About 20 activists from Ukraine’s nationalist Svoboda 
(Liberty) group have occupied a business centre in Kyiv, calling for the 
demands of miners in eastern Luhansk region to be met. 

The DTEK Corporation owns the Chervonyy Partizan (Red Guerilla) 
coal mine in Luhansk where the miners work, and it has offices in the 
business center. 

Miners and union activists have been protesting in Luhansk against 
planned layoffs. 

On January 10, they took over the mine director’s office and demanded 
a meeting with company leaders. 

They said they wanted the mine owners to reverse plans to reduce the 
workforce in order to decrease coal production. 

Police and security officers forced the miners and union activists to 
leave the director’s office on January 11. 


НИ но 


ALL PHOTOS -- MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Counter-clockwise from top: Clara and the prince set out for his kingdom; the snake 
charmer; Clara and the prince have the last dance; Spanish number. 
ще 2.25 years! 
Майом Ukrainian Dance Ensemble presen 
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Shumka‘s Ukrainian 
Nutcracker is magical 


By Cheryl Balay 

Shumka proudly unveiled the world pre- 
miere of “Clara’s Dream”, a Ukrainian Folk 
Ballet based on Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker” 
on January 11 and 12 in their hometown of 
Edmonton. The well-publicized premiere 
had the city buzzing over how to spend their 
Malanka weekend. Those who chose to in- 
clude Shumka’s offering saw magic unfold 
before their very eyes. The dancing was 
superb, the set was opulent, the costumes, 
over the top, and it was an historic collab- 
oration between Canada’s Shumka dancers, 
Ukraine’s State Folk Dance Company Virsky 
and the Kyiv Ballet of the National Opera of 
Ukraine. 

The storyline remained strongly based on 
the 1816 children’s tale “The Nutcracker 
and the Mouse King” written by Germany’s 
Ernst Theodor Amadeus Hoffmann. The 
more familiar one was with that story and 
any version of Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky’s 
1892 Nutcracker Suite ballet, the easier it 
was to understand the story of the ballet and 
more particularly, each character in the bal- 
let. The more knowledgeable one was about 
Ukrainian folk culture and traditions, the 
more instantaneous and deeper the under- 
standing of events such as the carollers seen 
holding a star. 

Natalia Lazebnikova from the Kyiv Bal- 
let of the National Opera of Ukraine was a 
wonderful Clara, always beautiful to be- 
hold. The mysterious Drosselmeir, played 
by her colleague Dmytro Kliavin who was 
often dressed in a wonderful dark cape with 
a shimmering pattern was the dancer who 
constantly drew my attention. Simply with 
his physical height and lithe body lines he 
commanded presence every time he was on 
stage, almost always casting a spell-like en- 


trancement with his sweeping Toller Cran- 
ston-esque arm movements. I think he could 
own this character! 

I’m not sure why the Nutcracker itself was 
first represented by a rag doll as it made a 
rather limp and lifeless character, which had 
to be turned into a handsome, dashing Prince, 
proving to be a tall order for ballet dancer 
Oleksandr Shapoval, even without the clumsy 
replacement of the doll with a person which 
the dancers were unable to disguise due to the 
rippling waves in the backdrop. 

The true wonder to behold was the seam- 
less work performed by the world’s two best 
Ukrainian folk dance troupes: Virsky and 
Shumka. No matter which group was on 
stage, and in any combination, both were 
equally impressive. The Hopak performance 
was breathtaking, with an amazing array 
of solos, set to a classical score rather than 
the traditional folk melodies, but the leaps 
and turns from the girls and the guys were 
superbly timed and a perfect blend of breath- 
taking heights and precision of movements, 
even when performed in multiples. 

The pace of the second half of the program 
was such that it kept the audience on the edge 
of our seats, applauding for multiple-staged 
bows and spurring the dancers along with 
spontaneous clapping. How often does one 
get to hear that in a ballet! The snippets of 
international dances performed to entertain 
Clara and her Nutcracker Prince were each 
outstanding. The snake charmer (performed 
by producer Michael Sulyma’s daughter La- 
rissa) was my personal favourite, with the 
humour of her handlers well-received. 

There are so many pieces that go into a 
production of this magnitude. The music 
included a phenomenal symphonic аг- 


Cont. on P. 9 
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Bethlehem Peace 
Light arrives in 
Edmonton 


(UkrNews)—The Bethlehem Peace Light arrived at the Plast head- 
quarters in Edmonton, January 5. 

This flame, which symbolizes peace, love, and goodness has been cele- 
brated annually by Plast, the Ukrainian scouting organization. 

This year marked the first time Bishop David Motiuk, Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Eparch of Edmonton participated in the event. Also present were 
both Plast chaplains Rev. Ireneus Prystajecky, (St. Basils Ukrainian 
Catholic Church) and the Orthodox one is Rev. Yuriy Suchevan (St. An- 
drews Ukrainian Orthodox Sobor). 

Masters of Ceremony Christina Radyo, Stefania Kostiuk and Andrian 
Prichliak explained the significance of the flame and led the proceedings 
which included the singing of several Christmas carols by members of 
Plast and the audience. 

The Bethlehem Peace Light burns permanently at the Church of the 
Nativity in Bethlehem, the site of Christ’s birth. Christian nations from 
around the world take turns donating the oil to ensure that this Peace 
Light is never extinguished. It is said that in the 12th century a crusader 
brought home a gift of the Peace Light for his family to share this great 
goodness. 

Sharing of the Bethlehem Peace Light in modern times began in 1986, 
when a radio station in Linz, Austria, began a charitable relief mission 
for children in need. Since then, every year before Christmas, a chosen 
child lights a flame from the Bethlehem Peace Light. This flame is then 
flown to Vienna, from where scouts of every nationality have taken it 
upon themselves as their mission to distribute the Bethlehem Peace Light 
to аз many communities as possible. 

At first, the Bethlehem Peace Light was primarily distributed in Eur- 
ope. By train, bus, car, and bicycle the Light is transported from city to 
city and shared especially with those, like the elderly and sick, who need 
some extra Christmas warmth. People also use the Bethlehem Peace 
Light to light their candles during Christmas dinner and in churches dur- 
ing Christmas services. 

Plast, the Ukrainian scouts, have been involved in distributing the 
Bethlehem Peace Light in Ukraine for over 10 years. Hand to hand, city 
to city, they deliver the Light to churches, hospitals, orphanages, and 
communities in every province of Ukraine. The Bethlehem Peace Light 
has now become a part of the Ukrainian Christmas tradition. 

Traditionally the Light burns in churches until the Feast of Jordan 
(January 19 by the old calendar). 


Cobblestone Freeway to hold 
info session on Ukraine tours 


(Cobblestone Freeway)—Cobblestone Freeway Tours to Ukraine 
will be holding an information session on its upcoming tours top Ukraine. 

Come out and learn why Ukraine is such an amazing place to travel to! 
Whether you want to visit the land of your ancestors or get caught up in a 
new adventure - the beauty and culture of Ukraine capture your soul! 

Come a slide show presentation — meet Vincent Rees the tour operator 
and hear about all the wonderful things to see and do in Ukraine this year! 

You don’t want to miss out on these tours! Join us on: 

Sunday, February 3, Continental Inn — Edmonton, 12:00 noon. Join us 
for brunch! 

Sunday, February 10, Ukrainian Cultural Centre — Victoria, BC 
Join us for tea, coffee and snacks! 


, 1:00. 


Shumka‘s Ukrainian Nutcracker 


Cont. from Р. 8 principal couple to their magical 


rangement by Honoured Artist kingdom. 
of Ukraine Yuri Shevchenko of | The guest who stole the show 


Mykola Leontovich’s Shchedryk. 
There were certainly some opening 


for his popularity as a hometown 
success from television’s So You 


nights technical glitches in a light- 
ing cue or two, in the quality of 
sound recording particularly where 
choral voices were imposed, in the 
integrity of prop costuming and 
such, but all of these minor points 
can be addressed in future perform- 
ances. 

A special nod should certainly 
go to Set and Costume Designer 


Maria Levitska, National Artist of 


Ukraine for creating such а Іау- 
ish set and flowing costumes that 
took us back in time and forward to 
fantasies. The mice choreographed 
movements and costumes were a 
successful match, the background 
of sparkling balls was memorable 
and magic, the changing of back- 
drops by constantly raising them 
up to lift an unrolled and different 
scene was clever. The best prop 
was the smooth boat that floated on 
a mystical fog to whisk away our 


Think You Can Dance was Jeffrey 
Mortensen as Clara’s playful broth- 
er Fritz and as the Chinese dance 
ambassador and as one of the many 
memorable Ukrainian folk dancers. 

The artistic team involved is deep 
in talent, expertise and creativity 
and has formed an effective work- 
ing relationship over years and 
across continents, including Viktor 
Lytvynoy, John Pichlyk and Dave 
Ganert at the helm 

Producer Sulyma noted the great 
pride taken for this to be-the first 
and only Ukrainian Nutcracker. 
It is a work whose time has come 
and one hopes that it 
a staple in worldwide repertoire 
The audience w 
by the conclusion of 
premiere of “Clara’s Drear \ 
ing one uplifted and very satisfied. 
Congratulations again, Shumka 
and friends! 


will become 


as Call 


am” | 


Audience sings carols at the Bethlehem Light of peace celebration. Front row left to right: Plast Ukrainian 


Orthodox Chaplain Rev. Yuriy Suchevan; Bishop David Motiuk, Ukrainian Catholic Eparch of Edmonton; 
UCC Alberta President Barbara Hlus; Plast Ukrainian Catholic Chaplain Rev. Ireneus Prystajecky. 


CV кор 


MARDI GRAS 2013 


6:30 PM 


УСИК 


A 


FEBRUARY 2, 2013 


He KINGSWAY EDMONTOR 


- Едтопіоп'є favourite Mardi Gras celebration returns February 2nd 
bringing with it a lively blend of Bourbon Street entertainment, New 
Orleans-inspired fare, sampling of remarkable wines and spririts and 
the unparalleled dance and music artistry of your hosts, Vinok 
Worldance. Information available at 780.454.3739 or vinok.ca 


Tickets оп sale now at the Chateau Louis Hotel Front Desk 


NOK 


DA WW Сер 


TN Fouindation 


HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 


COBBLESTONE 


__FREEWAY 


2013 Tours 


Kyiv - Lviv - Chernivtsi - Odesa 
The Carpathian Mountains - The} 
Villages - much more... 


"А 


Easter іп Ukraine 

- Adventure Bus 
Ukrainian Dance Workshops | 
Fall Fantasy — Signature To 
Photography Journey 

- Christmas іп the Саграїйіа 


www.cobblestonefreeway.ca 


or call (780) 436.7482 


Богданна Клецор-Гаврилюк 

Монтреальський відділ 
Конгресу Українців Кана- 
ди відзначив 79-ту річницю 
Голодомору-Геноциду 1932- 
33pp., 24-го листопада 2012 р. 
в  Катедрі св.Софії. Соборна 
Панахида була відправлена з 
співучастю священиків  като- 
лицьких і православних цер- 
ков. Співав церковний хор під 
дирегентурою Тані Навольської. 

Перед початком панахиди, 
увійшли юні сумівці і пластуни 
зі свічками. Першою зайшли мо- 
лода дівчина, котра несла ікону 
Божої Матері, а також хлопець, 
який ніс терновий вінок, обидві 
ручі вони поклали на тетрапод. 

Після панахиди відбулася 
відповідна мистецька  програ- 
ма в церковній залі. Ведуча i 
організатор свята,  Богданна 
Клецор-Гаврилюк відкрила свя- 
то молитвою до Матері Божої. 
В цей час, шестеро осіб із зали 
принесли білі квіти в пам'ять 
жертв Голодомору. 

Учні української школи iM. 
митр. Іларіона виступили з мон- 
тажем про Голодомор який був 
підготовлений добродійкою 
Людмилою Попович. 

Солістка, меццо-сопрано, Га- 
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Монтреаль відзначує 79- ay річницю Голодомору 


На відзначенні 79-тої річниці Голодомору-Геноциду (зліва) о. Ігор Ощіпко; о. митрат Олег Корецький, 
о. Декан Володимир Кушнір, Богданна Клецор-Гаврилюк і Зорянна Гриценко-Лугова. 


лина Ваверчак відспівала дві 
пісні, а саме: "Богородице Діво" 
муз. I. Соневицького і "Матері" 
муз. М. Леонтовича. Ашхен 
Мінасян її акомпанювала на 
фортеп'яні. 

Тріо в складі: о. митрат Олега 
Корецького, Оксани Коцкович 
i Віри Турко-Кулицької викона- 
ли молитву "О Пресвята Діво" 
і "Скажи Ми Господи" муз. 
Д.Бортнянського. 

Богданна Мончак виголосила 


святочне слово. В своїй цікавій 
доповіді вона також читала урив- 
ки з новели "Жовтий Князь" Ва- 


силя Барки котрий описує події 


Голодомору. 

Наталя Бедик, Даня Коланич 
і Соня Кулицька, під мистець- 
ким керівництвом Віри Турко- 
Кулицької, співали пісню "Де Ви 
Земляки Мої". 

Олена Пилипчик, котра недав- 
но приїхала з України, з великим 
чуттям деклямувала "Полум'я 


Скорботи". 

Бандурист, бас-баритон, Воло- 
димир Мота виконав дві пісні: 
"Із за Чорного Моря з-за Лима- 
ну? муз. М. Леонтовича, та "Я 
Сьогодні Щось Дуже Cymyro”. 

Андрій Мазепа займався звуко- 
вою супроводом. 

Богданна | Клецор-Гаврилюк 
подякувала виконавцям свята 
і попросила присутних Ha "То- 
лодну вечерю"? яку приготови- 
ли членкині ОУК, та Доньки 


України. Свято закінчилось 
українським славнем "Ще Не 
Вмерла України". 

В неділю, 25-го листопада 2012 
р. в церковній залі Успення Божої 
Матері, відбувся показ докумен- 
тального фільму "Окрадена Зем- 
ля", режисера і продюсера Юрія 
Лугового. Варто відзначити, 
що через три тижні пан Луго- 
вий показував цей фільм по 
містах Австралії на запрошення 
української громади. 

Серед присутніх на показі 
фільму в Монтреалі, було троє 
недавно прибулих осіб з України, 
вони поділилися спогадами своїх 
рідних, які пережили жахливий 
Голодомор в совєтській Україні. 
Фільм "Окрадена Земля" одер- 
жав 12 інтернаціональних наго- 
род, як найкращий історичний 
фільм 1 найкращий документаль- 
ний фільм. 

Наразі опрацьовується 
шкільна версія цього фільму 
для використання у шкільній 
програмі державних шкіл. На- 
ступним кроком буде французь- 
ка версія фільму. Голова мон- 
треальського відділу Конгресу 
Українців Канади, Зорянна 
Гриценко-Лугова, подякувала 
всім присутнім за їхній час. 


Ой Андрію, Андрієчку, даруй мені надієчку! 


Леся Гижа, Наталя Гриців 
(Едмонтон) 

Четвертого грудня 2012 р в 
Едмонтоні, у будинку Ukrainian 
Youth Unity Complex, що на пере- 
хресті 96-ої вулиці та 153-0ї аве- 
ню, понад 50 дітей, за давньою 
козацькою традицією тричі ви- 
гукували «Слава!». Це вони дя- 
кували центру художнього слова 
«Сяйво» за подароване їм не- 
звичайне свято - справжнісінькі 
Андріївські вечорниці. Кількома 
днями пізніше студентам курсів 
українознавства ім. Івана Фран- 
ка також пощастило приймати у 
себе тих самих гостей. Такими 
гарними зимовими вечорами 
саме час згадати про призабу- 
ті українські звичаї та обряди. 
Отож, діставши зі скринь най- 
чарівніші у світі вишиванки, 
квітасті хустки, ткані запаски, 
різноколірні стрічки, широкі ша- 
ровари, смушеві кептарики, на- 
чепивши густо і багато намиста, 
а, головне, прихопивши із собою 
чудовий настрій, творча група 
акторів за вмілим покликом CBO- 
го талановитого керівника На- 
талі Гриців вирушила розважати 
молодих українців, а забавляю- 
чи, водночас i прищепила їм лю- 
бов до цих стародавніх традицій. 

Господиня вечора, Леся Гижа, 
ознайомила дітей із історією та 
значенням 0 Андрієвого свята. 
Вона, разом із сім'єю, нещодав- 
но прибула із України, тому із 
радістю поділилася з усіма при- 
сутніми розповіддю про традиції 
ї обряди Андріївських вечорів, 
які сьогодні відроджуються в 
Україні. Разом зі своїм чолові- 
ком, Владиславом Гижим, вони 
приготували відеопрезентацію, 
що перенесла глядачів у ті часи, 
коли ворожили наші предки. До- 

помагали господині її дві донь- 
ки: Ольга і Марія. 

Організацією свята для дітей у 


На світлині зліва направо: Леся, Ольга ї Марія Гижі, Наталя Гриців і Володимир Цимбалюк перед 
початком майстер-класу для студентів Курсів Українознавства ім. Івана франка. 


Домі Молоді опікувалися жінки 
Ліги Українок Канади, особливо 
активними були Іванна Шевчук 
та Лідія Семчишин. Пані Лідія 
навіть залучила свою доньку 
Ірину i зятя Луку Струків, які і 
калиту купили, 1 фартушки при- 
готували для усіх дівчаток, і 
світлицю прибрали, і гостинців 
для дітей принесли. А жінки із 
Союзу Українок Канади, що при 
катедрі Святого Івана, тіста для 
балабушок намісили. 
Потурбувалася про наш 
майстер-клас для студентів укра- 
їнознавства їм. Івана Франка 
його директор, Лілія Суха. Всі 
вчителі курсів взяли активну 
участь у проведенні цього за- 
ходу: одягли дітей в українські 
строї, допомагали порадами. На- 
таля Гриців, душа свята, яка в 
минулому викладала українську 
мову та літературу, любовно 


опікувалася костюмами для усіх 
учасників, випічкою, ласощами 
для дітей, а також вона принесла 
аж два великих калачі з медом, 
які під музику і з великою охо- 
тою упліталися за обидві щоки. 
Діти настільки перейнялися 
духом Андріївських вечорниць, 
що із захопленням брали участь 
у всіх дійствах програми. Ді- 
вчатка старанно виліплювали зі 
справжнього тіста балабушки, 
прикрашали їх, а потім уважно 
стежили, чию балабушку пес 
з'їсть першою - та i заміж піде. 
Перебрана у сільську молодицю 
Солоху, винахідлива Наталя Гри- 
ців показувала, як ворожити на та- 
рілках і на чоботях. Старші дівча- 
та виявили справжнє зацікавлен- 
ня, коли справа стосувалася їхньої 
долі. А поки вони з розпашілими 
щоками, затамувавши подих, ді- 
знавалися про свою долю, хлопці 


під чуйним керівництвом пана 
Калитинського, талановитого ак- 
тора Володимира Гриціва та пана 
Коцюбинського, вмілого відеоре- 
жисера Андрія Андрієчка, завзято 
витанцьовували Калиту. Кожен із 
хлопців по-справжньому, як ко- 
лись у давнину, гуляв із Коцюбою 
i казав: «Добрий день, пане Кали- 
тинський». А той відповідав: «До- 
брий день, пане Коцюбинський, 
чому прийшов?», - а хлопець собі: 
«Калиту кусати», - на що Кали- 
тинський погрожував: «А я буду 
по зубах писати». Так, зі словами: 
«- я вкушу! - А я впишу!» Кали- 
ту всю 1 з'їли. Правда, пописаних, 
себто помальованих сметаною, 
було чимало, проте й спритників 
виявилося багато. Найменшим 
хлопчикам так сподобалось ку- 
сати Калиту, що вони просилися 
танцювати не один раз, а кілька. 
Добряче попрацювавши біля 


Калити і насміявшись досхочу, 
хлопцям належало ще поуправля- 
тися у мистецтві поцілунку. Для 
цього молоді люди мали витягти 
вишеньку із дна миски, наповне- 
ної соком, не замочивши при цьо- 
му ні носа, ні бороди. Виглядає, 
що наші хлопці будуть цілуватися 
добре, оскільки вишеньок не зали- 
шилось жодної, а для певності ще 
й сік випито. 

На завершення всі дружно за- 
кружляли у танці під супроводом 
гарненької циганки Ази і під за- 
пальну українську музику з буб- 
ном. Скільки сміху, радості, щи- 
рого дитячого щастя було в залі 
під час Андріївських вечорниць! 
Задоволенню батьків не було меж. 

Вечорниці вдалися на славу за- 
вдяки центру художнього слова 
«Сяйво», студії сценічних мис- 
тецтв «Калина — Тетрактус», 1, 
передусім, головній натхненниці 
і координатору свята, неповтор- 
ній Наталі Гриців. Акторам та- 
кож допомогали ведуча вечора, 
талановита поетеса Мирослава 
Уніат і звукорежисер Таня Цой. 

Побачивши, як неохоче захо- 
плена дійством дітвора збира- 
лася після вечорниць додому, 
розумієш, наскільки важливо є 
проводити подібні виховні за- 
ходи не лише для малечі, а й для 
дорослих. Тому наша особлива 
подяка сьогодні шлеться Союзу 
Українок Канади, Лізі Українок 
Канади, вчителям курсів украї- 
нознавства 1M. Івана Франка за 
їхній інтерес 1 підтримку справи 
розвою наших традицій у Канаді. 
Широка українська душа прагне 
свята, та ще й щоб із розмахом, 
гучно, щиро, весело, з музикою. 
Основне навіть не це, - наші 
діти, і ми, дорослі, не забуваємо 
українських обрядів, а зберіга- 
ємо, розвиваємо їх, а, головно, 
плекаємо рідну мову. Отож, сла- 
ва Україні! До нових зустрічей! 
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The Story of Plast - major 
exhibition at Oseredok 


(Oseredok)—Oseredok Ukraini- 
an Cultural and Educational Centre 
and Plast Ukrainian Youth Asso- 
ciation of Manitoba came together 
to celebrate the centenary of Plast 
with two exhibitions and a public 
lecture. 

The main attraction was the exhi- 
bition The Story of Plast: 100 Years 
of the Ukrainian Scouting Move- 
ment (Zhyttia v Plasti: 100 rokiv 
ukurains’koho plastovoho rukhu) 
that portrays a unique narrative of 
an organization that was founded in 
the homeland in Western Ukraine, 
was banned there by Polish au- 
thorities, survived clandestinely 
through turbulent times, was suc- 
cessfully “exported” abroad, and 
finally “imported” back to the 
homeland. 

The exhibition traces the origins 
of the scouting movement and intro- 
duces the three founders of the Plast 
— Oleksander Tysovsky, Ivan Chmo- 
la and Petro Franko. It puts forward 
the scout/plast values of duty to God, 
country and to others, and how these 
values resonated with Ukrainian 
youth in 1914-1921 in the struggle 
for Ukraine’s independence, an 
later during World War II in the Or- 
ganization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
and the Ukrainian Insurgent Army. It 
pays homage to Metropolitan Andrei 
Sheptytsky and his particular patron- 
age of Plast. It places the dissolution 
of Plast in 1930 within the context 
of repression against all Ukrainians 
sanctioned and undertaken by the 
Polish state. It highlights the clan- 
destine survival of the organization 
through the 1930s and the turbulent 
years of World War II. It describes 

“the foresight of the Plast leadership 
to initiate the revival of Plast in 1945 
in the Displaced Persons Camps of 
occupied post-war Germany, as well 
as the strategic move to appoint of- 
ficial animators charged with facili- 
tating the founding of Plast in coun- 
tries of resettlement. The exhibition 
continues with the story of Plast in 
the diaspora and its integration into 
Ukrainian community life across the 
globe. It focuses attention on nation- 
al and international Plast jamborees 
and the role they played in fostering 
not only friendship and brotherhood, 
but also the affirmation of Ukrainian 
identity and Plast values. Finally, the 
exhibition touches upon bringing the 
Plast movement back to Ukraine and 
the success of its rebirth in the home- 
land. 

The story is illustrated with imag- 


Plast cubs and memorabilia from the Ukrainian Scout Jamboree, 


Mittenwald, 1947 


es from The Central State Historical 
Archives of Ukraine (Lviv), the State 
Committee on Archives of Ukraine 
(Archives of Ivano-Frankivsk 
Oblast), Plast National Scouting 
Organization of Ukraine (Plast Mu- 
seum and Archives), as well as arti- 
facts from Plast Ukrainian Scouting 
Organization USA, Plast Ukrainian 
Youth Association of Manitoba, the 
collections of Oseredok and gifts 
from private individuals. 

Among items of interest in the 
exhibition are the first edition of 
Tysovsky’s Zhyttia v Plasti (1921, 
Life in Plast) a book analogous to 
Baden-Powell’s Scouting for Boys, 
a photo of the first Eagle or King’s 
scouts (het’mans’ki plastuny skoby) 
Bohdan Makarushka and Roman 
Stepan Zubyk (1921), plastuny car- 
ing for the graves of Sich Rifle- 
men on Makivka with Ivan Chmola 
(1925), poster for the first Ukrainian 
Scout Jamboree outside Ukraine in 
Mittenwald in 1947 on the occasion 
of the 35" anniversary of Plast, ban- 
ner headline about the dissolution of 
Plast by Polish authorities in Novyi 
chas (Stanyslaviv/Ivano-Frankivsk, 
1930), articles on court proceed- 
ings against individual plastuny in 
Dilo (Lviv) and Ukrainian News 
(Edmonton), numerous badges and 
memorabilia. 


PHOTO - OSEREDOK 
Plast Beyond Ukrainian Lands (before World War II) 


Complementing The Story of Plast 
is an exhibition of artwork created 
by the youngest members of Plast 
in Winnipeg. Guided by art teacher 
Mariyka Derkach, the children were 
challenged to create an image of 
what they associated with Plast. The 
resulting works in acrylic are vibrant 
in colour and composition. They де- 
pict scenes of favourite symbols, ac- 
tivities and ceremonies from camp- 
fires to the raising of the national 
flags. The artwork is the children’s 
centennial gift to Plast. 

Affiliated with the exhibitions was 
a special presentation on Nov. 18, 
2012 about Plast in Canada in the 
1930s by Radomir Bilash, senior 
historian at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village near Edmonton. 
Bilash provided interesting insight 
into the level of awareness about 
Plast among Ukrainians in Canada, 
citing Ukrainian Canadian newspa- 
per sources on the subject. He traced 
the interest of various parties, such 
as Bishop Nykyta Budka, the Ukrai- 
nian National Federation, the United 
Hetman Organization and the Sich 
movement, among others, in estab- 
lishing Plast in Canada either as an 
independent organization or as an 
adjunct of their particular group. In 
the end, groups calling themselves 
Plast or plastuny were established in 
Ukrainian Catholic parishes. They 
were soon integrated into the Boys 
Scouts of Canada network, even 
though they continued using the 
word plastun/scout interchangeably. 
Images of these groups and write- 
ups about Plast in Ukrainian News 
(Edmonton) appear in the exhibition. 

The exhibitions and related pro- 
gramming were funded in part by 
Manitoba’s Ministry of Culture, 
Heritage and Tourism through the 
Ethnocultural Community Support 
Program. The exhibitions were of- 
ficially opened on October 21, 2012 
by Prof. Jaroslav Rozumnyj and con- 
tinue until January 27, 2013. These 
projects came to fruition with the 
special assistance of the Winnipeg 
contingent of the Plast group Hrebli 
— Oksana Shulakewych, Chrystyna 
Hnatiw, and Marta Hnatiw. The Story 
of Plast: 100 Years of the Ukrainian 
Scouting Movement was curated by 
Sophia Kachor, executive director of 
Oseredok (coincidentally also mem- 
ber of Hrebli); and Bohdana Bashuk 
of Oserdok provided the graphic de- 
sign for the exhibition panels. 


PHOTO - OSEREDOK 


PHOTO — ММІ Inc. 
Filmmaker Yurij Luhovy holding Educational Release copies of Genocide 
Revealed just received from film lab. 


Educational release of 
“Genocide Revealed” 


completed 


(MML Inc.)—The Educational Release of the award-winning docu- 
mentary Genocide Revealed, produced by filmmaker Yurij Luhovy has 
been completed and is now available. This is the first such documentary 
film on the Holodomor made specifically for use as a teaching resource. 
It also coincides with the marking of this year’s 80" anniversary (1933- 
2013) of the Famine-Genocide (Holodomor) in Soviet Ukraine. 

The Educational Release includes selectable 26 min and 52 min lengths 
on one DVD for educators in schools and universities in their teaching 
about the Famine Genocide and other 20" century genocides. Depending 
on the length of the instructor’s class time, the appropriate length can be 
chosen to fit in with their schedule. The Educational Release will contrib- 
ute to a better understanding of the Famine-Genocide and thus encourage 
students to further study the many aspects of one of the greatest human 


tragedies of the 20" century. 


"І. am delighted the Educational Release of Genocide Revealed has 
now been completed and ready for use in high school and university cur- 


ricula”, stated Luhovy. 


The documentary is based on eyewitness and survivors’ accounts, com- 
mentaries by historians, declassified, formally-secret Soviet archival 
documents, and rare historical footage in exposing the Kremlin’s policy 
of genocide against the Ukrainian nation. The film focuses on the 1932- 
33 man-made famine engineered by Stalin’s regime, and places the geno- 
cide in a broader context, as one of the major efforts to stop all opposition 
to Soviet rule and bring Ukraine under total Soviet control. 

The original 75min Genocide Revealed won 12 international awards, 
including Best Historical Film, Best Documentary and Best Direction. 
It is narrated by actor Graham Greene with voice-overs by Jill Hennessy 


and Lubomir Mykytiuk. 


The Educational Release of Genocide Revealed may be purchased on 
the website www. yluhovy.com, phoning (514) 481 5871, or by writing 
to MML Inc., 2330 Beaconsfield Ave, Montreal, Quebec H4A 2G8. 


Endowment Council 
seeks internee 
descendant representative 


(CFWWIRF)—During Canada’s first national internment operations 
of 1914 to 1920 thousands of men, women and children were branded as 
“enemy aliens.” Many were imprisoned. Stripped of what little wealth 
they had, forced to do heavy labour in Canada’s hinterlands, they were 
also disenfranchised and subjected to other state sanctioned censures not 
because of anything they had done but only because of where they had 


come from, who they were. 


In May 2008 the Ukrainian Canadian community and the Government 
of Canada reached an agreement establishing an endowment fund called 
the Canadian First World War Internment Recognition Fund to support 
projects that commemorate and recognize the experiences of the ethno- 
cultural communities affected by Canada’s first national internment 
operations of 1914 to 1920. The work of the Fund is overseen by the 
Endowment Council comprised of seven members and an internee 


descendant representative. (Non-voting position) 


The Endowment Council is currently seeking an internee descendant 
representative for April 2013 to March 2014. This appointment is for a 
one year fixed term. The submitted names will be considered as potential 
candidates for the Internee Descendant Endowment Council position. 


(Non-voting) 


We also request that if you are aware of any other internee descendants 
to forward their names to our growing list of known internee descendants. ~~ 
For more information and to submit names, contact: The Canadian 
First World War Internment Recognition Fund 202-952 Main Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R2W 3P4 Attention: Andrea Malysh Email: 


malysh@internmentcanada.ca 
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Гриневичі відкривають 
невідомі сторінки 


їнської історії 
українсь тор 
Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, пресовий референт НТШ. 

5 листопада цього року НТШ ім.Шевченка в Торонто, спільно 
з Українсько-Канадським Дослідчо- Документаційним центром, 
організували надзвичайно цікавий виступ двох провідних 
істориків України - подружжя Людмили та Владислава 
Гриневичів. Їхні доповіді, що за традицією відбулися у 
приміщенні КУМФУ, що на Блюрі, викликали величезний інтерес | 
та зібрали численну слухацьку аудиторію, а по закінченні — Я ae 


НАУКОВЕ ТОВАРИСТВО IM, WEBYE 


os 
i 


спричинили бурхливе та емоційне обговорення та дискусію. 
Це не дивно: і кандидат історичних наук Людмила Гриневич, і 
її чоловік, доктор політичних наук Владислав Гриневич, обрали 
темами своїх досліджень ті сторінки української історії, які, по- 
суті, до того не досліджувалися. У своїх наукових відкриттях 
вони спростували чимало міфів радянської доби, якими, на жаль, 
і досі живиться значна частина українського суспільства, 1 на 
яких продовжує базуватися російська, та навіть значна частина 
західної історіографії. 

Почну з Людмили Гриневич. Старший науковий співробітник 
Інституту Історії НАН України, вона впродовж останніх семи 
років займалася історією колективізації в Україні періоду 1927 
- 1933 років. Результат її дослідження - багатотомне видання 
хроніки колективізації згаданих років, над яким автор продовжує 
працювати і сьогодні. Перша книга цієї хроніки в 2009 році була 
удостоєна державної премії. У процесі цього дослідження Л. 
Гриневич 1 зробила справжнє наукове відкриття: виявляється, в 
Україні голод почався не в 1932-33 рр., а кількома роками раніше 
- в 1928-29 рр. На відміну від голоду 1933 р., свідчення про який 
старанно приховувалися радянськими владними структурами, 
основний масив документів про голод 1928-29 рр. ніколи не був 
закритим, Особливо цінними є численні кінохроніки тих років, 
що збереглися у вітчизняних архівах. Тим не менше, чомусь 
до тепер дослідники цими матеріалами не цікавились та їх не 
оприлюднювали, Як виявила у своєму дослідженні Л. Гриневич, 
голод 1928 року був викликаний природніми обставинами: 
жорстокими морозами взимку, посухою влітку, та безперервними 
дощами восени. Однак, Сталін, привселюдно оголосивши 
організацію допомоги українському  селянству, насправді 
наклав на Україну непосильний план заготівлі хліба та інших 
сільськогосподарських продуктів. В результаті, за статистикою 
тих років, безпосередньо від голоду в тих роках померло біля 
25 тисяч людей, а коли врахувати фактори, як наслідки голоду 
(епідемії, різні захворювання тощо) - то більше 80 тисяч 
населення. Очевидно, така політика викликала природній спротив 
селян проти влади, посилила їхні антирадянські настрої та 
поглибила національні патріотичні почуття. Для Сталіна, це був 
початок розгортання терору проти українського селянства, який 
завершився жахливим і вже відверто спланованим голодомором 
1932-1933 років. 

Доктор політичних наук Владислав Гриневич присвятив свою 
доповідь іншій сторінці української історії ХХ століття - періоду 
1939 -1941 років. Цей період був практично замовчуваний в 
радянській історіографії, оскільки саме тоді Радянський Союз 
під проводом Сталіна, підписавши таємний пакт з урядом 
Гітлера, виявив себе відвертим реваншистом, з ідеологією та 
риторикою, цілком подібною до нацистської. Ув'язавшись у війну 
з Фінляндією та організувавши так звані "визвольні походи? 
на Польщу i Румунію, СРСР показав не лише свої неприховані 
експансистські апетити, але і повну військову неспроможність, 
що і вилилось у катастрофічну поразку в червні 1941 року. 
Досліджуючи цей період, доктор Гриневич зосередився не 
на самих подіях, а на суспільно-політичних настроях серед 
українського населення, особливо серед українців - вояків та 
офіцерів Радянської Армії, на тому, про що люди думали, як 
вони реагували на події, що розвивалися навколо. Вивчаючи 
архівні документи НКВД, йому вдалося розвіяти міф про єдність 
радянського народу напередодні Великої Вітчизняної Війни та 
про лояльність українців до комуністичної влади. Насправді, 
доводить доктор Гриневич. українці добре пам'ятали і голод, і 
репресії, i багато з них сподівалися, що Гітлер визволить їх від 
комуністичного гніту. Саме тому в 1941 році 92% українського 

населення залишилося на окупованій німцями території, а біля 

50% відсотків чоловічого населення не з'явилося на призовні 

пункти, а подалося на Захід. Ці, та багато інших промовистих 

фактів доктор Гриневич наводить у своїй книзі "Неприборкане 
різноголосся?, яка стала підсумком його дослідницької праці. 
Історичні дослідження Людмили та Владислава Гриневичів 

є надзвичайно важливим внеском в історіографію України ХХ 
століття. На жаль, як розповіли історики, результати їх досліджень 
все ще дуже мало відомі в Україні, і, очевидно, в цьому чимала роль 
теперішньої влади. Донесення історичної правди до найширших 
кіл сучасних мешканців України є першочерговим завданням 
сучасних науковців та педагогів. Тільки тоді минуле може істотно 
вплинути на майбутнє наступних поколінь українців та долю 
української держави. 


й ui 


ФОТО — ФИЛИП РОСЛИН 


Учасники зустрічі 29 листопада 2012 року в КУМФІ в Торонто. Зліва направо — Леся Онишко, Жіль 
Ейбер, Марта Дичок, Клинт Кирл, Святослав Кульчицький, Дарія Даревич, Юрій Даревич 


Канадський Музей Прав 
Людини і Український 
Меморіал Голодоморів 

починають плідну співпрацю 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ 

29 листопада минулого року Наукове Товариство 
їм. Т. Шевченка спільно з Українським Канадським 
Дослідчо-Документаційним Центром гостили виз- 

'начних гостей - представників Канадського Му- 
зею Прав Людини, що незабаром має відкритися у 
Вініпезі - заступника директора Музею пана Жіля 
Еибера та куратора і дослідника Музею доктора 
Клинта Кирла, а також відомих істориків України 
з Києва- професора Станіслава Кульчицького, 
завідуючого відділу історії України 20-39х рр. YOK 
століття НАНУ, ta доктора Лесю Онишко, першо- 
го заступника Національного Музею "Меморіал 
пам'яті жертв Голодоморів в Україні". 

Як відомо, навколо Музею Прав Людини в 
Канаді в українській громаді вже досить довго 
триває дискусія щодо недостатнього висвітлення 
у планованих експозиціях цього музею голо- 
домору в Україні 1932-33 років, що винищив 
мільйони українських селян. Це правда, що акції 
та петиції, підтримані провідними українськими 
організаціями, не змінили позиції дирекції Музею: 
як 1 планувалося від початку, голодомор в Україні 
не матиме окремої експозиції, а буде представле- 
ний поряд з іншими злочинами супроти людотва. 
Однак, тим не менше, представники музею, йду- 
чи назустріч українській громаді, зробили важли- 
вий крок - підписали меморандум про співпрацю 
з співробітниками Музею-Меморіалу у Києві. 
Зустріч 29 листопада з українською громадськістю 
Торонто -- один із заходів, який продемонстрував 
початок цієї співпраці. 

На початку, після привітання голови УКДДЦ про- 
фесора Юрія Даревича, слово було надано гостям з 
Вініпегу. Пан Жіль Ейбер подякував організаторам 
вечора за запрошення та наголосив, що вбачає го- 
ловне завдання музею в тому, щоб такі злочини, 
як голодомор в Україні, більше ніколи не повтори- 
лися в майбутньому. Доктор Клинт Кирл розповів 
детальніше про концепцію Музею, який буде не 
лише зібранням історичних документів та фактів, 
а передусім навчальним закладом та дослідчою 
установою. Голодомор, на його думку, це історія, 
болюча не лише для українців, а для всього люд- 
ства. Співпраця з Музеєм-Меморіалом у Києві до- 
поможе розбити мовчання навколо цього злочину 
сталінського режиму супроти українського народу, 
що досі панує у світі. 

Далі слово було надано гостям з України. 
Доктор Станіслав Кульчицький, якого  пред- 
ставив професор Орест Субтельний, є одним з 
найавторитетніших знавців історії України 1920- 
1930х років. Людина надзвичайної працездатності, 
він є автором та співавтором 50 книжок та 1500 
статтей, а як педагог-керівник, виховав 24 докторів 
наук. За свої видатні досягнення проф.Кульчиць- 
кий був неодноразово удостоєний почесними уря- 


власності, 


довими званнями та нагородами. У своїй стислій, 
але надзвичайно змістовній доповіді "Український 
голодомор: чому і як?" д-р Кульчицький зупинив- 
ся на головних механізмах голодомору. У 1920 
-1930х роках у Радянському Союзі була встанов- 
лена абсолютна державна влада, зосереджена в 
руках невеличкої групи - Політбюро, очолюваної 
Сталіним. Тотальний контроль державою населен- 
ня залежав від цілковитого знищення приватної 
ілому, першочерговим завданням 
Сталіна стала ліквідація ще відносно менше залеж- 
ного від держави українського селянства. Сталін 
відверто боявся України, боявся національного та 
соціального вибуху, що могли б привести до втра- 
ти України, а отже - катастрофи для комуністичної 
держави. Щоб приборкати непокірне селянство, 
що відмовлялося працювати в колгоспах, Сталін 
спочатку наклав на Україну непосильну про- 
дрозкладку, яка призвела до голоду в 1931 -1932 
роках. Наступним кроком стали декрети про на- 
туральний штраф - тобто, вилучення від селян, 
що були неспроможні дати зерно, всіх інших хар- 
чових продуктів, що означало приречення людей 
на неминучу смерть. Так на "чорні дошки?, тобто, 
списки сіл, що не могли дати неймовірну кількість 
хліба, яку від них вимагала влада, була поставле- 
на фактично вся Україна. А далі, фізична блока- 
да, тобто, загони військ, оточила прокляті владою 
райони, позбавивши селян можливості рятувати 
їхнє життя втечею та прирікаючи їх на неминучу 
смерть. 

Наприкінці, кандидат історичних наук Леся 

Онишко, яку представляла професор Марта Ди- 
чок, розповіла про Національний Музей "Меморіал 
пам'яті жертв Голодоморів в Україні", ілюструючи 
свою доповідь промовистими відеоматеріалами. 
Музей-меморіал, споруджений за ініціативи пре- 
зидента Ющенка, розташований в центральній 
частині Києва, на високому схилі Дніпра, неподалік 
Києво-Печерської Лаври. Меморіал включає бага- 
то символів: це і тридцяти-чотирьохметрова Свіча 
Пам'яті, i розбиті Жорна Розпачу, i Жага до Свободи 
- образ лелеки, що рветься в небо, І Брама Пекла, і 
Вівтар Пам'яті (зерно у вівтарі символізує мільйони 
померлих), і Дзвін Пам'яті, і Сходи Спогадів, і алея 
Чорні Дошки України. Та мабуть, найзворушливішим 
і найпромовистішим у Меморіалі є проста скульпту- 
ра - постать дівчинки з колосками в руці, що нагадує 
про мільйони померлих дітей - найневинніших 
жертв цього страшного злочину. Саме до дівчинки 
люди приносять вінки, квіти, хліб, печиво і цукерки, 
так вшановуючи пам'ять тих, про кого нам не можна 
ніколи забути. 
Співпраця Музею в Канаді та Музею-Меморіалу 
в Україні, свідками якої ми стали тут, в Торонто, 
29 листопада, має стати тим важливим чинником, 
що сприятиме поширенню правди про Голодомор 
в Україні в усьому світі. 
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Newton International Fellowships 
awarded to CUPP alumni 


(CUPP Media, London UK)— 
The British Academy and the 
Royal Society awarded the 2012 
Newton International Fellowships 
jointly on December 6, to Dr. An- 
tonina Tereshchenko and Dr. Yuliya 
Zabyelina, both alumni of the Can- 
adian CUPP program. Each of the 
41 Newton Fellows will receive 
support in the region of 100,000 
British Pounds and will be hosted 
in a prominent British university. 

The Newton Fellowships are part 
of a 29 million GBP government 
initiative to ensure that the United 
Kingdom engages with the world’s 
most promising academics. 

Ukraine’s young achievers con- 
tinue to demonstrate excellent re- 
search and study capabilities and 
once they are given the opportun- 
ity to study abroad and specifically 
at English language universities, 
they rise to the top of their ranks. 
Currently, 10 CUPP alumni are 
working with the World Bank in 
Washington, the European Bank 
for Development & Reconstruction 
in London and the European Court 
of Human Rights in Strasbourg. 

The Royal Society is a Fellow- 
ship of the world’s most eminent 
scientists and is the oldest scientific 
academy in continuous existence. 
The British Academy, established 
in 1902 supports and champions 
excellence in the humanities and 
social sciences. 

Dr. Zabyelina is a graduate of 
Taras Shevchenko National Univer- 
sity of Luhansk. She earned her MA 
Degree in Integrated Social Sciences 
from Jacobs University Bremen and 
her PhD in International Studies at 
the University of Trento, Italy. Her 
dissertation was an interdisciplinary 
research endeavor that investigated 
state vulnerability to transnational 
crime and patterns of criminality 
along the US-Mexico border and 
Russia’s border in the Caucasus. 
Her research interests included 
themes in international security and 
international policies such as trans- 
national threats, transnational crime, 
cross-border conflict management, 
challenges posed by failed states and 
conflict areas. 

Dr. Zabyelina also was a Post- 
doctoral Lecturer in International 
Relations at Masaryk University in 
the Czech Republic. Her areas of 
expertise included various forms of 
transnational organized crime, cor- 
ruption and illicit trafficking in post- 
conflict areas. In 2010 she published 
the monograph “Mail-order Brides: 
Content Analysis of Eastern Euro- 
pean Marriage Agencies” and, і 
addition, science papers with the fol- 
lowing titles: “Unpacking Pandora’s 
Box: Defining Transnational Crime 
and Outlining Emerging Criminal 
Trends”, “Transnational Organized 
Crime in International Relations”. 
Yuliya completed her first internship 
in the office of Janko Peric MP for 
Cambridge and her second intern- 
ship as a CUPP Coordinator in the 
office of Borys Wrzesnewskyj МР 


Dr Antonina Tereshchenko 


Dr Yuliya Zabelina 


for Etobicoke. She wrote in the 
CUPP Newsletter: “I should add that 
the Luhansk region and especially 
Taras Shevchenko National Peda- 
gogical University in Luhansk, has 
held a strong position in CUPP since 


the first years the program launched 


its mission in Ukraine. This year 
the reputation and the prospect of 
other participants from this part 
of Ukraine depended on how suc- 
cessfully I would perform the role 
of Ukrainian coordinator in CUPP 
2004. I attempted to draw together 
all my prior knowledge and leader- 
ship skills and aimed to work, study 
and research to the best of my abil- 
ity”. 

In 1999 Dr. Tereshchenko earned 
a Specialist Degree in English 
& German Languages and Foreign 
Literature and an MA Degree in 
Higher Education Pedagogy from 
Taras Shevchenko National Uni- 
versity of Luhansk. 

The next step was the MPhil De- 
gree in Politics, Democracy and 
Education from Cambridge Uni- 
versity, UK, in 2001, with the as- 
sistance of a Cambridge University 
/ OSI Tate & Lyle Scholarship. In 
2005 to 2006 Antonina did field- 
work focusing on young people 
living in Galicia and Donbas. She 
earned her PhD in Education from 
Cambridge University in 2009. 

On learning about the award, 
Dr.Vitalii Kurylo, Rector of the 
University of Luhansk, stated: “I 
am proud of the accomplishments 
of Antonina and Yuliya. Our uni- 
versity and students have had great 
success and cooperation with the 
Canada Ukraine Parliamentary 
Program since 1993. Our students 
who participated in the Canada 
Ukraine Parliamentary Program 
have excelled and have gone for- 
ward to earn degrees at universities 
in the EU, the USA and China.” 

CUPP Alumnus Pavlo Shopin, 
also a graduate and currently a lec- 
turer of English at the University 
of Luhansk, stated: “Both Yuliya 
and Antonina are among the most 
brilliant alumni of the University 
of Luhansk, and their achievement 
will inspire students and young 
researchers from our alma mater 
to strive for academic excellence. 
Yuliya and Antonina’s success 


also demonstrates that the CUPP 
Program has fostered the spirit of 
young achievers from Ukraine and 
produced Ukraine’s future leaders; 
the CUPP Program has become 
a life-changing experience for 
the brightest and most successful 
Ukrainians.” 

Both Antonina and Yuliya re- 
iterated that the CUPP Internship 
and the experience of studying 
and working alongside some of 
Ukraine’s best and brightest stu- 
dents in the Canadian House of 
Commons, was a great incentive 
to pursue education and played an 
important part in their pursuit of 
knowledge. Both stated that the 
CUPP Director’s motto “Educa- 
tion and Knowledge will ensure a 
future for an independent Ukraine” 
and Thor Bardyn’s urging and en- 
couragement of CUPP alumni to 
pursue graduate studies abroad 
were constant reminders. 

Dr. Tereshchenko was a 1998 
CUPP intern to Michelle Dock- 
rill, MP for Bras d’Or, Nova Sco- 
tia and a governance researcher in 
the Liberal Party Research Office 
of Ontario. During the Internship, 
Antonina completed the Certificate 
Course in Community-Based Con- 
flict Resolution at Canadian Insti- 
tute for Conflict Resolution of St. 
Paul University, Ottawa. Writing 
in the 1998 CUPP newsletter An- 
tonina said: “The learning experi- 
ence of working in the Research Of- 
fice of the Ontario Legislature, and 
the complete freedom of access to 
valuable information resources, at- 
tending the parliamentary meetings 
in the House of Commons in Ot- 
tawa are among the memorable re- 
collections of my CUPP Internship. 
I was persuaded to seek knowledge 
by our Director’s vision.” 

Dr. Tereshchenko worked as a 
Postdoctoral Researcher in the 
University of Porto (Jan 2010- 
Dec 2012) and during her Newton 
International Fellowship program; 
Dr. Tereshchenko is going to be 
hosted by King’s College, London. 

And the University of Edinburgh 
which is also an excellent venue for 
conducting research will host Dr. 
Zabyelina. Edinburgh was ranked 
in the top five in the UK and top 
research university in Scotland. 


SSN б б ее ее НН НЕ """Ї«(««АМААаЗфцшс-еФ!швФкини'":' У 


Patriarch Sviatoslav warns against rush into customs union 


(RISU)—Patriarch Sviatoslav of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church said in an interview to day. 
kiey.ua that Ukraine should not hurry into the Customs 
Union and that Ukrainians should put more hope in 


God and their own strength. 


“If we seek to defend democratic values in Ukraine, 
we need to seek different company,” said the patriarch. 
According to him, the idea of the Customs Union is 
not only about economic factors. On the other hand, 
the hierarch noted that Ukrainians should not hope for 


anyone’s free support. 


“When the idea of the Customs Union is considered, 


only the economic aspect is discussed for some rea- 
son. Everything comes to the idea that Ukraine should 
progress towards certain international agreements 
granting economic benefit. One should be very care- 


ful to make such statements. There are several reasons 


arch. 


for that. First of all, as we know, the only free cheese 
is in a trap. To expect in the modern world that anyone 
will give us free assistance is an illusion. It is true of 
cooperation with any neighbor. We Ukrainians must 
rely on ourselves and God’s help and not on free sup- 
port of our existence at our expense,” 


said the hier- 
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Tymoshenko’s daughter calls 
for world’s assistance 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Yevhenia 
Tymoshenko, daughter of jailed 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko, has called on 
the world community to increase 
pressure on the current Ukrainian 
authorities via sanctions in order 
to release former Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko from 
illegal imprisonment. 

“(Ukrainian President Viktor] Ya- 
nukovych’s main task is to keep my 
mother in prison for the elections in 
2015. Everyone knows it today. We 
realize that we cannot do anything 
by ourselves in Ukraine. That’s 
why we need the world commu- 
nity’s support,” she said in an in- 
terview with the Voice of America, 
reads a posting on Tymoshenko’s 
Web site. 

According to Yevhenia Tymosh- 
enko, Ukraine is quickly ee 
into a police state. 

“T am not exaggerating, Ukraine is 
turning into a police state, dictator- 
ship. My mother warned the world 
and the international community 
about this before the parliamentary 
elections. And now even more ef- 
forts are applied to create this dicta- 
torship in Ukraine,” she said. 

Earlier, U.S. Ambassador to 
Ukraine John Tefft in an interview 
with the Ukrainska Pravda Web 
site said that if Yulia Tymoshenko 
is barred from the presidential elec- 


Yevhenia Tymoshenko 


tion in 2015, the United States and 
the OSCE will consider it as an of- 
fense of democratic standards. 

Tymoshenko was detained during 
a court session on August 5, 2011. 
On October 11 that year, a court in 
Kyiv convicted her of abuse of of- 
fice, accusing her of unlawfully or- 
chestrating a natural gas deal with 
Russia in 2009 that allegedly ran 
against Ukraine’s interests. 

Tymoshenko was sentenced to sev- 
en years in prison. She was moved to 
a jail in Kharkiv in December 2011, 
but has been taking inpatient treat- 
ment at one of Kharkiy’s hospitals 
since May 2012. 


Ukraine to end compulsory 
military service in 2013 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine says it is ending the practice of compulsory 
military service in 2013 and will move to a system of recruiting contract 
personnel. Defense Minister Pavlo Lebedev announced the shift as part 
of his official holiday announcement, saying the ministry was undergoing 
“cardinal changes.” He also said the shift would bring Ukraine’s military 
recruitment in line with those in “leading countries of the world.” 
Ukraine’s armed forces numbered 184,000 troops in 2012, making it the 
fifth-largest army in Europe. The Defense Ministry aims to reduce the 
number of military personnel to 70,000 within the next five years. 


Man dies after grenade 
detonates at Ukraine university 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian media reports say a man was killed when a gre- 
nade he was carrying detonated at a local university in the western city 
of Chernivtsi. Two others — a professor and a student— were injured in 
the blast and taken to hospital. 

State prosecutors said they were investigating whether the detonation 
was accidental or intentional. 

There have been conflicting media reports about the man’s intentions. 

Some local reports said the man, who has not been identified, set the 
grenade off on purpose to commit suicide. 


The “Segodnya” daily said he previously had arguments with univer- _= 


sity staff about his rights to a plot of land. Other reports said he was a 
former border guard who had recently been in arguments with one of the 
university’s professors. 


Language workshops to be held 


(Siajvo)—The “Siajvo” Spoken Word Centre will be holding work- 
shops geared at improving fluency of Ukrainian language in children and 
adults led by Myroslava Uniat, Lesya Hyzha and Nataliya Grytsiv. 

These workshops give participants a unique opportunity to discover and 
try their talents of writing poems. Simultaneously they will improve their 
Ukrainian language skills, since all the exercises will be in Ukrainian. 

“We present various theoretical techniques of writing poems, ex- 
plaining the types of rhyming and the basic rhythmic structure of a verse. 
Various exercises aiming to find or to improve talents will be given, for 
example: to compile a verse from given words, to insert words in the 
poem if needed and try writing own verses. All the exercises will be div- 
ided into three levels: 1) for people with basic knowledge of Ukrainian; 
2) for people with intermediate knowledge of Ukrainian and 3) people 
with fluent Ukrainian. Participants will receive handouts describing 
techniques, worksheets for writing their own poems. The final part will 
deal with the collection of poems written by participants. The workshop 
proceeds in three sessions in which we: explain theoretical material on 
techniques of writing poetry; practice; presenting new poems of the par- 
ticipants and create a collection of them,” explains Uniat. 

For more information please call: 780-884-0545 (Myroslava) or 780- 
680-2635 (Nataliya), or e-mail SWCSyaivo@gmail.com 
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Tymoshenko to 
boycott prosecutors 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Jailed former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
on Jan. 8 said she will boycott prosecutors and physically fight prison 
staff in an attempt to disrupt the “regime” of President Viktor Yanuko- 
vych. 

The announcement may raise attention to a problem of politically mo- 
tivated persecution in Ukraine and may potentially further worsen the 
country’s ties with the U.S. and the European Union. 

“T declare a personal campaign of civil disobedience,” Tymoshenko 
said in letter from jail released by her opposition Batkivshchyna party. 

She said the move was to help the people in Ukraine to overcome “fear” 
they have over the rule of Yanukovych, and potentially to inspire other 
people to launch their own protests. 

The campaign will mostly be aimed at prosecutors that have been trying 
over the past several months to launch a new investigation into commer- 
cial business practices by Tymoshenko in 1995-1996. 

“Tt is wrong and unworthy of patriots” to cooperate with prosecutors 
and investigators for whom there was “no law, no constitution and no 
honor,” Tymoshenko said. 

The sentencing of Tymoshenko to seyen years in prison in October 2011 
for pushing through controversial natural gas agreement with Russia in 
January 2009 has already postponed a key political and free trade agree- 
ment between Ukraine and the E.U. 

It also led to international isolation of Yanukovych, whose international 
traveling has been so far mostly limited to Russia, the Middle East and 
China. 

Repeated calls from U.S. and EU leaders to release Tymoshenko and to 
stop prosecution of other opposition leaders in Ukraine have come unan- 
swered. 

Tymoshenko’s protest campaign comes as opposition groups have in- 
creased their clout in Parliament following October 2012 general elec- 
tions, in what is a major setback for Yanukovych. 

Yanukovych is facing a prospect of minority government after his Re- 
gions Party has failed to secure majority in Parliament, and will need sup- 
port from independents and ‘the Communist Party to approve any legisla- 
tion. 

The developments come as the opposition groups, led by Batkivsh- 
chyna, are considering a motion to launch a plebiscite to try to change 
legislation to force the release of Tymoshenko from jail. 

Andriy Kozhemiakin, a senior member of the Batkivshchyna party, said 
the plebiscite is considered because there were few other available op- 
tions for releasing Tymoshenko. 

In the meantime, Tymoshenko said she will boycott prosecutors and 
physically fight prison staff in hopes that this will cause Yanukovych to 
“further spoil the remnants of his political complexion” because the staff 
will have to use “brute physical force” to take her to a court room or out 
of her prison cell. 

“T will resort to physical resistance to such actions with all my strength,” 
Tymoshenko said. “This will be my personal struggle against political re- 
pression and neo-dictatorship, pseudo judges and pseudo court.” 
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Invigorated customs union presents 
Russia’s neighbors with stark choice 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—Moscow seems to be growing frustrat- 
ed with Ukraine’s efforts to pursue closer ties with the 
European Union while simultaneously seeking bene- 
fits reserved for members of the Russia-led Eurasian 
Customs Union (ECU). 

“You cannot be a little bit pregnant,” Russian For- 
eign Ministry official Aleksandr Gorban said on Janu- 
ary 1, referring to the choice facing Kyiv. 

The ECU — Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
premier foreign-policy project — has been de- 
veloping rapidly in recent years as it heads toward 
the ultimate goal of transforming into the Eurasian 
Economic Union by the beginning of 2015. But the 
ECU’s emerging status as a potentially viable rival to 
the EU is creating intense pressure within countries 
like Armenia, Moldova, and Ukraine to pick one path 
or the other. 

Both Moscow and Brussels see the choice facing 
these countries as a stark either/or decision that will 
likely have to be confronted within the next year or 
two. 

Speaking to RFE/RL about the situation confronting 
Armenia, EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton’s 
spokesperson Maja Kocijancic ruled out the possibil- 
ity of simultaneously joining the ECU and pursuing 
closer economic integration with the EU. 

“If Armenia were to join any customs union, this 
would not be compatible with concluding a bilateral 
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement be- 
tween the European Union and Armenia,” she said, 
“because a customs union has a common external- 
trade policy and an individual member country no 
longer has sovereign control over its external-trade 
policies.” 

Although Russia’s admission last year to the World 
Trade Organization will go some way toward bring- 
ing EU and ECU regulations more into synch, the two 
organizations remain far apart. 

Rilka Dragneva, a senior lecturer with the Univer- 
sity of Birmingham’s law school who specializes in 
legal institutions and harmonization, has suggested 
that the EU can do little to reduce the pressure on 
these countries because EU external policy is driven 
by political forces within the EU itself. 

“{The EU] is not necessarily able to respond to the 
needs of partner countries such as Ukraine or Mol- 
dova,” she said. 

Of the former-Soviet aspirant countries, Ukraine 
has the most deeply developed relations with the EU, 
and so Kyiy is in the spotlight. 

In a recent report for Carnegie Europe, analyst Olga 
Shumylo-Tapiola wrote that Ukraine is “a defining 
factor” for the future of the ECU. 

“If Ukraine decides to join [the ECU], not only will 
it cause havoc within the European Union, but it will 
also mean that the post-Soviet economic model has 
been cemented in the region,” she said. 

Shumylo-Tapiola argues that, if Ukraine rejects the 
ECU and signs an Association Agreement with the EU 
— a prospect that is on hold because of EU concerns 
about the prosecution of former Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko and other officials from her government 
— the ECU will be forced to turn away from Europe 
and focus its energies on Central Asia and even the 
Asia-Pacific region. 


Moscow seems eager to avoid being seen as forcing 
its neighbors into the ECU with heavy-handed tactics. 

Instead, Putin has argued that ECU membership 
would be beneficial to Ukraine because it would be 
able to deal with the EU on better terms as part of a 
bloc rather than individually. 

At the same time, however, Ukraine’s continued re- 
Папсе on Russian natural gas is a powerful tool, and 
Moscow has promised Kyiv deep rate reductions if it 
joins the ECU. 

The ECU — which currently comprises Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, and Russia — has become increasingly 
robust over the last 24 months or so. 

Unlike other, much more haphazard post-Soviet 
integration projects, the ECU is being implemented 
and firmly institutionalized, says Kataryna Wolczuk, 
a senior lecturer at the Center for Russian and East 
European Studies at the University of Birmingham. 

“The Customs Union has been put on a new legal 
footing and it is much more thoroughly legalized,” she 
adds. "Ті is based on law. Very comprehensive. So the 
legal basis is much better, very improved. And also it 
is [actually] being implemented.” 

The Eurasian Customs Union Commission now em- 
ploys more than 1,000 people. As of January 2012, 
the Eurasian Economic Community (Eurasec) Court 
became the official arbitration court of the ECU. It 
handed down its first two decisions late last year — 
rulings that upheld the claims of private enterprises 
against ECU policies. 

Nonetheless, according to Wolczuk, it is still very 
much a “Russia-dominated organization,” with many 
key decisions still being made at the political-diplo- 
matic level where Russia has many levers of influ- 
ence. 

Both Belarus and Kazakhstan have complained, for 
instance, that Russia uses sanitary and technical trade 
barriers to extract payments or protect markets. 

Despite this, the ECU clearly has growing institu- 
tional momentum. Moscow’s next step, it seems, is 
to step up the push for expansion. The Kremlin has 
extended invitations to all members of the Common- 
wealth of Independent States, and the ECU has risen 
to the top of the agenda in Moscow’s relations with 
most of its neighbors. 

As a result, Wolczuk sees the-invigorated and dy- 
namically developing ECU as a potential game- 
changer in Eastern Europe, and she maintains that the 
next couple of years will be crucial. 

“How it is going to pan out will be very interesting,” 
she says. “But no doubt the creation of supranational 
institutions related to the Customs Union is clay 
creating something new in the region.’ 

The pressure of the ECU-EU dilemma will play a 
key role in the presidential election in Armenia in Feb- 
гиагу, as well as the parliamentary elections in Mol- 
dova in 2014 and the Ukrainian presidential election 
in 2015. 

RFE/RL Brussels correspondent Rikard Jozwiak con- 
tributed to this report 

A young activist wearing a mask of Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych invites passers-by to 
go through a symbolic gate with the words “Cus- 
toms Union” and “Abandon Hope, All Ye Who Enter 
Here,” during a protest in front of the presidential of- 
fice in Kyiv in December. 
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Ukraine moves closer to $10 billion shale gas deal with Shell 


Ukraine took a step closer to a breakthrough shale 
gas deal with global energy major Royal Dutch Shell 
on Jan. 16 when local authorities in the eastern Don- 
etsk region approved a planned production sharing 
agreement, reports Reuters. 

The former Soviet republic, which hopes its big 
shale gas reserves will help end reliance on costly im- 
ports of Russian natural gas, chose Shell last May as a 
partner to develop the Yuzivska shale gas field. 

Deputies of the Donetsk regional council voted to 
approve the deal with Shell, removing one of the final 
hurdles to an agreement. 

Ukraine is said to have Europe’s third-largest shale 
gas reserves at 42 trillion cubic feet (1.2 trillion cubic 
metres) behind those of France and Norway, accord- 
ing to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. 

“Tf exploration is successful in the Yuzivska area, 
we will be able to produce a few billion cubic metres 
(bem) of gas per year in just five-six years and eight 
to 10 bem in 10 years,” Environment and Natural Re- 
sources Minister Oleh Proskuryakovy told the council. 

“At its peak, in 13-15 years, annual production may 
exceed 20 bem. This will not only strengthen our 
energy independence but will also significantly re- 
duce gas prices.” 


Ukraine currently pays about $430 per thousand 
cubic metres for Russian gas under a 10-year deal 
signed in 2009 by a preceding government. The 
present Kyiv government says the price is exorbitant, 
but it has so far failed to persuade Russia to bring it 
down. 

“Secondly, the Yuzivska area production sharing 
agreement is the biggest project in Ukraine that will 
attract tens of billions of dollars in investment,” Pros- 
kuryakov said. 

“Shell sees investment at $10 billion under the most 
likely scenario and over $50 billion under the optimis- 
tic scenario.” 

Shell’s office in Ukraine declined to comment on the 
figures or to say any expected date for signing a deal. 
Under the terms of the tender, the two sides have until 
May to sign a contract. 

Proskuryakoy, whose office also had no immediate 
comment on an expected date of signing, had earlier 
said his ministry expected to finalise and sign the deal 
in the first quarter of this year. 


Shale gas exploration requires a process called 
“fracking” in which fluid is injected at high pressure 
into beds of rock, often deeply situated in the ground, 


to access gas reserves trapped there. 
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Ukraine's Mykhailo Еотепко (R), 64, was appointed the new national team soccer coach 
by the Ukrainian Football Federation. 


Fomenko to coach national team 


By Mark Rachkevych, Kyiv Post 

Ukzaine’s football federation chose one of 
its own to coach the national football team 
Dec. 26 following offers made to Harry 
Redknapp, Sven-Goran Eriksson and home- 
grown great Andriy Shevchenko. 

Mykhailo Fomenko, 64, was given a one- 
year contract with a possible second-year 
extension following the federation’s much 
anticipated executive board meeting. 

A product of the Soviet football school, 
Fomenko was capped 24 times for the 
USSR, and was an integral part of Dynamo 
Kyiv’s achievements in the 1970s at the club 
level, which included hoisting the 1975 Win- 
ners Cup and Super Cup. Starting in 1979 he 
went on to coach numerous Ukrainian clubs, 


most notably Metalist Kharkiv, returning the 
team to the European qualifications in the 
early 2000s. 

Uktaine’s former coach Oleg Blokhin re- 
signed in late September after failing to lead 
the co-hosts out of the group stages at Euro 
2012 and accepting the job of head coach at 
Dynamo Kyiv. 

Ukraine had earlier approached English- 
man Redknapp and Swede Eriksson with 
similar offers. Redknapp opted instead to 
take over as coach of Queens Park Rangers, 
while negotiations with Eriksson didn’t bear 
fruit. Shevchenko had also declined, citing 
the timeliness of the offer and his own in- 
experience, following an unsuccessful bid 
for parliament in October. 


Ukraine takes top 2 spots in sailing 


(ISAF)—Two young crews from the 
Ukraine on Jan. 7 finished first and second 
overall in the International Cadet World 

_ Championship on Hobart’s River Derwent, 
butin-a-different order from to that going 
into the last day of racing. 


The Cadets, along with other dinghy перо 


es running their зерно о on the river, 
started early, knowing that conditions would 
be unsailable later in the day. 

Fortunately, the fleet managed to complete 
all races before the forecast gale force norther- 
lies swept down the river, bringing heat wave 
conditions to Tasmania’s capital city. In fact, 
the winds against reached 38 knots, the tem- 
perature a record 41.3 degrees Celsius. 

Race 11 saw a late but valiant effort by the 
Australians crews, although it seemed un- 
likely the Ukrainians could not lose first or 
second oval. 

As it turned out, the overnight leaders by 
two points from their fellow countrymen, 
Danyil Martynov and Pavlo Merezhko 
(UKR) had a disappointing race and finished 
in 35th place. 

This left the door open and a fifth by Olek- 
sandr Izarov and Andriy Kalinchuk saw 
them sail into the overall lead by six points. 

However, the most exciting part of Race 11 
was that Australia did indeed score a trifecta! 
Australian champions Sam Tiedemann and 
Hugo Allison from Hobart’s Sandy Bay Sail- 
ing Club, Emily Goodfellow and Alexandra 


Hill and Darcy Baranowski and Dominic 
Randall, from Royal Geelong Yacht Club in 
Victoria took out the first three places. 

Although the wind was strengthening, 
PRO Nick Hutton was determined to get one 
last race in and he managed to achieve it. 
Luckily so, as the gusts certainly were prov- 
ing a handful after the race was over. 

Race 12 was set to be a battle between the 
two Ukrainian crews and an exciting one it 
proved to be. 

Martynoy and Merezhko managed to take 
the lead and win the race. They then had to 
wait on the other side of the finish line to see 
where the fellow countrymen would finish. 
Unfortunately for them Oleksandr and An- 
driy sailing UKR9905 finished in fifth place, 
making them the International Cadet World 
Champions for 2012. 

Oleksandr and Andriy did not win a race 
but their worst result was a seventh, con- 
sistency winning them the Championship, 
perhaps also helped along by the name of 
their boat “Tasmanian Devil’. 

Martynoy and Merezhko won five out of 
the twelve races yet fell short of winning the 
Championship by two points. 

Third place went to British crew Alex Cor- 
by and Robert Keen. This was the first time 
that a British crew has been on the podium 
at an International Cadet World Champion- 
ships which in recent years has been domin- 
ated by the Polish and the Australians. 


Shakhtar win race to lure Taison from Metalist 


(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk have bol- 
stered their attacking options ahead of the 
UEFA Champions League round of 16 with 
the acquisition of Taison from FC Metalist 
Kharkiv. 

Shakhtar triggered the €1 Б buyout clause 
in Taison’s contract, tying the Brazilian for- 
ward to a five-year deal in Donetsk. “The 
Shakhtar and Metalist presidents negoti- 
ated his move from Kharkiv to Donetsk on 
Thursday,” read a Shakhtar press release. 
“An initial €11.3m offer was turned down 
by Metalist, so Donetsk decided to use the 
buyout clause.” 

Taison leaves Metalist having scored 13 


goals in 57 Premier League games since his 
arrival from SC Internacional in 2010. “I’m 
extremely happy to join such a great club,” 
said the 24-year-old. “I faced Shakhtar num- 
erous times so I know all about this club. I 
also know Brazilians who are playing here. 
I’m looking forward to helping this team win 
trophies. I was happy in Metalist and I want 
to thank the players, the coaches and the 
staff.” 

Shakhtar finished second in UEFA Cham- 
pions’ League Group E and will play Borus- 
sia Dortmund in the round of 16. The first leg 
takes place in Donetsk on February 13, with 
the return in Germany on March 5. 


Ukraine 5 women were a class above as they won the second 4x6km relay event of the World 


Cup season in Oberhof. 
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Ukraine’s biathlon women 


romp to win in Oberhof ~ 


By Sportsbeat, Jan 3, 2013 

Juliya Dzhyma, Olena Pidhrusna and Valj 
and Vita Semerenko had finished second 
in the first women’s relay event of the new 
World Cup in Austria last month but the 
same quartet were not to be denied as the 
World Cup began again amid deteriorating 
conditions in Germany, comfortably win- 
ning in 1:20.16.1hours. 

France staged a great recovery after a poor 
leg from Marie Laure Brunet to finish second 
by 45.9seconds and build over a minute lead 
on Germany on the last leg as they ended 
third. 

Norway, who won the opening relay in 
Hochfilzen last month, had to make do with 
fourth nearly 30 seconds down on Germany 
and over two minutes away from Ukraine. 

Veronika Vitkova ensured the Czech Re- 


public were leading after the first exchange 
with Germany third, Ukraine down in sev- 
enth and France 11th courtesy of Brunet’s 
poor start which involved a fall. 

It was all change at the second exchange 
as the Czech Republic fell to seventh with 
Poland and Germany moving to first and 
second respectively with Ukraine also up to 
third. 

However by the final exchange Ukraine’s 
class had shone through with Pidhrusna 
handing over to Vita Semerenko with their 
lead at 43.3 seconds — something they en- 
sured wasn’t to be breached. 

France and Germany were neck and neck 
with just over a second separating the two 
before Marie Dorin Habert pulled away as 
the former finished second to deny the home 
team. 


Ukraine powers past UK in boxing 


(PhilBoxing.com)—It was a fantastic show 
at the packed Acco International Exhibition 
Center in Kyiv as the Ukraine Otamans pow- 
ered past British Lionhearts at home to move 
provisionally up to third in Group B in the 
World Series of Boxing, Jan. 12. Olympic 
Champions Vasyl Lomachenko and Olek- 
sandr Usyk entertained the crowds with two 
sumptuous displays as Olexandr Stretskyy 
and Oleksandr Gyozdyk also recorded wins 
to make it a comprehensive victory on the 
night. 

Opening up proceedings was diminutive 
Ukrainian Ivan Ilnytskyy against exciting 
British talent Sean McGoldrick. It was the 
Lionhearts’ 21-year-old who began on the 
front foot, using his jab well to apply the 
pressure on Ilnytskyy in the Bantamweight 
(50-54kg) contest. With his slight height and 
reach advantage, the accomplished McGol- 
drick was able to dominate and although he 
let his guard down in the latter stages and 
was caught a couple of times, he went on to 
record a split decision win. 

Double Olympic Champion and boxing 
superstar Lomachenko then made his big 
entrance to the WSB ring. The Lightweight 
(57-61kg) southpaw faced 24-year-old Sam- 
uel Maxwell and took his time to get a into 
his rhythm but it was worth waiting for as 
he came alive in the fourth, unloading some 
punishing body shots, with a great hook 
followed by a straight left seeing Maxwell 
having to take a standing eight count in that 
round. Lomachenko from then on was on a 
different level, showing his class on his way 
to a thunderous victory. Maxwell should take 
heart however from the performance, stand- 
ing tall against the best pound for pound 
boxer in Olympic boxing. 

It began tentatively between 26-year-old 
Ukrainian southpaw Stretskyy and flam- 
boyant Scot Aston Brown. These two solid 
Middleweights (68-73kg) were evenly 
matched, both looking to use the jab be- 
fore throwing the one-two combinations. 
Stretskyy though enjoyed more success and 


Vasyl Lomachenko came on strong to beat 
Samuel Maxwell 


= 


showed more endeavour, landing cleaner 


7 punches throughout, his compact style work- 


ing well. 21-year-old Brown did show flash- 
es of what he can do but was inconsistent 
and in the end it was a deserved victory for 
the home boxer. 

Unbeaten Gvozdyk was sublime in the 
first round against the Lionhearts’ experi- 
enced Swede Babacar Kamara of their Light 
Heavyweight (80-85kg) bout, with the classy 
25-year-old Ukrainian sending his opponent 
crashing to the canvas with a huge left hook. 
After that, the savvy Kamara worked hard to 
get himself back into the contest, using his 
height to repeatedly thwart the attacks of the 
home boxer. Gvozdyk re-assessed to come 
up with the goods that ensured the overall 


victory for his team. 


Usyk entertained the crowd with his sen- 
sational boxing and true showmanship in 
the night’s final contest. Fast and powerful, 
the crowd were chanting the Ukrainian’s 
name midway through the third following 
a flurry of thunderous punches that rocked 
the Lionhearts’ undefeated Tongan Uaine 
Fa. Grimacing and playing to the fans, Usyk 
was connecting with some hard shots but the 
tall Tongan was still managing to land some 
punches of his own to ensure it was an en- 
tertaining contest. These two Heavyweight 


(91+kg) colossi put оп one hell of a battle _ 


but 25-year-old southpaw Usyk was just too 
good, proving he is one of the very best at 
this level with a classy victory 
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Dynamo eager to turn over a new leaf 


(UEFA)—’We.are ashamed of our recent results,” 
defender Yevhen Khacheridi said in the autumn, with 
FC Dynamo Kyiv now eager to turn over a new leaf 
after transferring to the UEFA Europa League. 

An unthinkable 14 points off the top of the Ukrain- 
ian Premier League, the one-time giants of Soviet foot- 
ball finished a distant third in their UEFA Champions’ 
League group, with the illness-enforced absence of 
coach Oleh Blokhin doing little to raise spirits in an 
underperforming side. The poor showing at least 
helped the former Ukraine boss formulate his plans for 
the spring. 

“T took my decisions on the future of the team some 
time ago,” Blokhin said after a 2-0 home loss to Paris 
Saint-Germain FC in November. “It appears as if some 
players are doing us a favour when they go on the 
pitch. Big changes await Dynamo and І will not toler- 


ate indifference. Everything must be better.” 

Brave words from the 60-year-old, who is regarded 
by many as Dynamo’s only hope as they look to bring 
back the days when the club were famous for their 
trademark power, pressing and pace. A legendary for- 
ward who featured in the Dynamo sides that lifted the 
1975 and 1986 European Cup Winners’ Cups, some 
felt Blokhin was risking his reputation when taking 
charge in September with the team at a low ebb. The 
chances of a quick fix were swiftly dashed when he 
was diagnosed with a heart problem. 

“I was surprised when I took over,” said Blokhin. “I 
never would have guessed a lot of what was going on 
from watching Dynamo on ТУ. But I didn’t have the 
time to remedy the situation as I was sent to hospital 
after just two matches, and for a month the doctors 
wouldn’t let me come back to work.” 


A new and interesting way for 
Alberta newcomers to learn English 


By Alberta Deputy Premier Thomas Lukaszuk 

Alberta 15 а great place to call home. That is why 
we have so many new residents that have moved here 
from other provinces in Canada, as well as from other 
countries from around the world. Often, it is difficult 
when you first move to a new place. There can be many 
challenges involved, especially if English is not your 
first language. Whether looking for a job, going to the 
doctor, or taking kids to school, knowing English is a 
big help in making life easier here in Alberta. That is 
why I am happy to tell you about free, easy-to-use and 
interesting online lessens to help improve English. 

These lessons can be found by visiting <www.break- 
thewall.alberta.ca> . This tool is a great way for people 
anywhere in Alberta to improve their English when it 
is convenient for them, from the comfort of their own 
home. 

The audio news clips are read at a slower pace to help 
with listening while learning. The online lessons are 
updated every week and provide great Alberta-specific 
news clips and features for basic and advanced learn- 
ers. Viewers and listeners will now have the choice 


Break the wall. Improve your English. 
Downtoad FREE English lessons at www.breakthewall.alberta:ca 


between Edmonton or Calgary-specific newscasts as 
well. The lessons can also help teachers who are look- 
ing for additional materials for their students. The les- 
sons have been provided by the Alberta government 
and CBC radio Edmonton since February 2011. Well 
over 100,000 visitors have come to the Break the Wall 
site to improve their English. CBC Calgary has now 
joined this partnership to provide additional content. 

Learners can now download CBC Edmonton or 
CBC Calgary audio news stories, then, they can an- 
swer questions in the lesson plan that will test how 
well the stories were understood. These lesson plans 
can also be printed. 

Our English language training website is updated 
often with new content and stories. It also provides 
additional information on classes and language assess- 
ment centres. 

If you require further information, visit <www. 
breakthewall.alberta.ca>, or contact my constituency 
office. If you have difficulty with English or know 
somebody who does, I encourage you to visit the site 
and see how it can help. 


B® Дон 
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